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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1919. 


Area  in  Acres  -  ...  •••  7,483 

Population  at  Census  191 1  •••  ...  92,115 

Estimated  Population,  1919— 

For  calculating  birth  rate  ■■■  •  96,591 

,,  death  rale  ...  ...  92,724 

Population  per  Acre  -.  ...  1291 

Number  of  Houses  in  Borough  ...  19,865 

Number  of  Persons  per  House  ...  4'87 

Rateable  Value  ...  •-  £361,867  10  0 

Id.  in  the  £  yields  for  General  Purposes  £ 1,11 8 

Number  of  Marriages  in  Walsall  Regis¬ 
tration  District  ...  ...  ...  1,380 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  2/7/ 

Death  Rate  ...  ^  ...  ...  14*58 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  ...  10336 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  ...  0'88 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  327 

Death  Rate  from  Phthisis  ...  ...  T15 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  0'36 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  •••  ...  36 

Infantile  Mortality  from  Diarrhoea  per 

1,000  Births  ...  ...  ...  11*99 

Percentage  of  Uncertified  Deaths  ...  O' 00 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr  Mayor,  Miss  Newman  and  Gentlemen, 

From  a  statistical  standpoint,  the  past  year  has  been  a 
>  aisfactory  one.  improvements  in  many  directions  being  shown. 

The  Birth  rate  is  slightly  better,  the  Death  rate  distinctly 
so.  having  diminished  from  1 9 '95  to  14*58,  the  Influenza  epidemic 
of  1918  accounted  directly  or  otherwise  for  much  of  that  heavy 
mortality  ;  the  Infantile  mortality  figure  has  fallen  from  110'55 
to  lu3'36. 


In  other  respects  the  year  has  been  a  disappointing  one, 
' '  "  anticipated  alleviation  of  discontent  with  economic  and 
"  v  !ai  conditions,  hoped  for  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  has 
'  •»' d  to  mature,  particularly  is  this  so  in  connection  with 
most  pressing  problem  of  all  the  housing  question,  whose 
‘  cm-  has  only  been  touched  locally  by  the  commencement  of  the 

*  !°n  ot  21  houses  at  Blakenall  in  November,  out  of  a  scheme 
tor  o  houses. 


^  Hh  so  much  necessary  municipal  work  in  various 
ieiMrtments  to  be  undertaken,  and  with  the  natural  tendency  of 
.  .u  h  to  consider  his  own  of  the  most  important  and  perhaps 
■  1  feel  compelled  to  again  urge  the  claims  of  the 

1 1 ea It h  Department. 
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I  am  only  too  conscious  of  the  heavy  expenditure  fchg 
housing  question  involves,  the  estimates  of  other  departm&rtfe 
I  know  must  be  great,  but  1  cannot  believe  the  dividends  or 
profits  in  human  lives  are  of  less  value  than  those  of  sdigr 
undertakings,  and  I  fee’,  impelled  to  say  that  as  economy  hqs 
to  be  drastically  enforced,  it  should  be  at  the  expense  of-tke 
inanimate,  and  not  at  that  of  the  living. 

Baby  Week  was  held  in  July,  but  the  Peace  celebra¬ 
tions  clashing  with  the  last  two  days  curtailed  somewhat  jifcs 
programme. 

By  the  return  of  Dr.  Clark  the  Tuberculosis  Officer., 
this  work  of  the  Department  has  received  fresh  impetus,  aai 
the  erection  of  a  pavilion  at  the  Pelsall  Hall  Sanatorium  has 
extended  the  scope  of  its  utility. 

In  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
work,  Mrs.  A.  Keay  was  appointed  as  Clerical  Assistant  id 
cope  with  the  increasing  work  rendered  necessary  by  Milky 
Ac.  Orders, 
t 

I  again  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  courtesy 
shown  to  me  by  the  Mayor  and  members  of  the  Council; 
also  my  indebtedness  to  those  lady  voluntary  workers  who 
have  helped  in  connection  with  Infant  Welfare  work. 
To  Miss  Hughes,  Mr.  Hubble,  and  the  Department’s  Staff,  I 
again  tender  my  thanks  for  the  loyal  support  given. 

I  have  the  hc.oour  to  remain, 

You*'  obedient  Servant, 

HARRY  SHORE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


,v, - - 


-  -  -  


Addendum  on  School  Sanitation. 


My  report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Committee  was  formally 
presented  to  the  Health  Committee  on  June  3rd,  and  I  asked 
for  instructions  as  to  the  printing  of  the  School  Medical 
Report,  and  was  informed  that  it  was  presented  as  a  separate 
report. 


This  School  report  was  prepared  by  the  School  Medical 
Inspector  (Dr.  Carroll)^  for  the  first  time  without  reference  to 
me,  I  am  at  a  disadvantage  in  not  being  afforded  opportunity 
for  observations  or  comments  which  I  might  have  desired  to 
make  therein  as  School  Medical  Officer. 

In  connection  with  the  Sanitary  Conditions,  Dr.  Carroll 
states  in  his  report  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

“I  have  drawn  up  a  detailed  list  of  questions  re 
sanitation  which  are  answered  and  recorded  by  .he 
Head  Teacher  of  each  school  during  the  visit  for  routine 
inspections. 

The  results  have  been  tabulated  and  in  the  form 
of  a  Sanitary  Report  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Education  Committee. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and  scarcity  of 
materials,  it  is  probable  that  considerable  time  must 
elapse  before  many  of  the  defects  can  be  remedied. 

I  will  only  say  that  the  hygienic  conditions  of  the 
schools  generally  arc  far  from  ideal  and  in  some  cases 
extensive  structural  alterations  would  be  necessary  to 
remedy  the  very  serious  defects.” 


No  information  or  reports  of  any  kind  as  to  these 
defects  were  sent  to  me,  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  degree  of 
insanitation  might  be  such  that  occasions  may  arise  when 
expert  opinion  would  be  desirable  and  should  be  sought. 

It  would  be  advantageous  also  if  copies  of  reports 
generally  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector  were  sent  to  me 
as  a  matter  of  routine  practice,  for  the  past  year  none  of 
any  description  has  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

The  report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr.  Clark,  is  also 
issued  separately  by  instruction  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Harry  Shore, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 


n . 


7 

REPORT. 


In  compiling  this  report  the  lines  indicated  in  the 
Memorandum  as  to  the  contents  and  arrangements  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  1919,  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  have  been  followed. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

The  population  in  the  1911  census  was  92,130,  estimates 
by  the  Registrar  General  are,  for  birth  rate,  96,591,  for  death 
rate  92,724 ;  the  statistics  supplied  by  the  Executive  Officer  for 
the  Food  Control  Committee  gave  a  population  of  92,134. 

The  centre  of  the  Borough  (The  Bridge)  is  392  feet  above 
sea  level,  this  may  be  considered  as  practically  the  lowest 
portion  of  the  Borough,  and  from  here  the  surface  may  be 
viewed  as  rising  in  all  directions,  in  fact,  the  Borough  may  be 
regarded  as  somewhat  of  a  range  of  more  or  less  elevated  land 
which  slopes  on  the  one  side  towards  this  centre  (The  Bridge), 
and  on  the  other,  towards  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough. 
I  here  is  one  exception,  viz. :  —in  the  northerly  direction 
1  Bloxwich)  where  the  rise  is  gradually  maintained  for  about 

vr>me  2^  miles,  to  practically  the  boundary. 

• 

Streets  of  steep  gradient  are  few,  .one  the  old  main 
thoroughfare  (High  Street)  in  which  is  held  an  open  market 
twice  weekly,  the  eastern  side  of  the  Bridge  Ward,  and  those 
m  an  old  part  of  the  Paddock  Ward  on  its  eastern  side  prac- 
!  wally  constitute  all  the  streets  of  this  character. 

Soil. — The  soil  of  the  Borough  in  the  main  is  clay,  in 
s°me  areas  it  is  covered  by  gravel,  in  the  Hatherton  Ward  the 
"ip-soil  is  limestone;  at  the  highest  part  of  a  residential  district 
Uighgate)  is  a  bed  of  sand  though  the  neighbourhood  is  clay. 
-M  the  north  and  north  east  parts  of  the  Borough  (Bloxwich  and 
dlakenall)  there  are  fairly  extensive  areas  of  sand. 
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Social  Conditions — Walsall  is  entirely  an  industrial 
town  with  a  multiplicity  of  trades,  including  Leather  Goods 
from  raw  hides  to  finished  articles,  viz.: — Saddlery,  Fancy 
Leather  Goods,  Military  Accoutrements;  Iron  Tubes,  Iron  and 
Brass  Castings,  Chains  Buckles,  Harness  Furniture,  Stirrups, 
Bits,  Electrical  Fittings,  Wholesale  Clothing,  etc. 

The  larger  houses  which  might  be  considered  of  a  residen¬ 
tial  character  are  occupied  by  inhabitants  connected  with  the 
management,  etc.  of  the  works  and  occupations  in  the  Borough. 

There  are  no  Collieries,  yet  two  of  its  outskirts,  rural  in 
character,  on  the  north  and  east  are  adjacent  to  the  Cannock 
Chase  Colliery  district. 

There  are  approximately  2,500  colliers  residing  in  the 
Borough. 

It  is  also  the  centre  for  a  wide  area  of  the  London  and 
North  Western  Permanent  Way  Department,  this,  and  the 
engine  sheds  at  Bescot  and  Ryecroft  give  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  Railwaymen  most  of  whom  live  in  the  Borough. 

In  portions  of  3  Wards,  the  Bridge,  Hatherton,  and 
Birchills,  the  inhabitants  are  of  the  unskilled  labouring  class, 
and  it  is  here  where  the  housing  question  is  most  acute;  in  the 
Caldmore  Ward  the  pi eponderance  of  the  inhabitants  are 
dependant  upon  railway  occupations. 

Owing  to  its  large  area  7,483  acres,  there  is  ample  room 
for  expansion,  relatively  closely  built-in  portions  exist  in  some 
of  the  older  parts  of  Borough,  the  northern  Bloxwich  previously 
referred  to,  though  self  contained  from  a  shopping,  etc.  aspect, 
may  almost  be  considered  semi-rural  in  character;  it  is  the  oldest 
part  of  the  Borough,  and  is  mentioned  in  the  Doomsday  Book. 

The  Vital  Statistics  will  be  found  on  pages  35,  40,  41. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT, 

Water. — The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the 
South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Co.,  it  is  adequate  in  quantity 
constant  supply  and  there  have  been  no  occasions  upon  which 
the  general  supply  has  had  to  be  curtailed. 

The  sources  are  from  the  Cannock  Chase  and  Lichfield 
Districts,  from  deep  wells  sunk  through  gravel  and  redstone 
strata,  it  is  of  hard  quality.  Any  complaints  in  connection  with 
its  fitness  for  drinking  have  been  found  due  to  old  service 
pipes,  or  dead  ends,  such  defects  have  always  been  remedied 
by  the  Company  as  speedily  as  circumstances  have  permitted. 

From  its  hard  character,  no  solvent  action  on  lead  has 
been  noted. 

Rivers  and  Streams — Walsall  is  traversed  by  sundry  1 
small  brooks  which  ultimately  flow  into  the  main  one  which 
may  be  dignified  by  the  name  of  the  River  Tame,  though  it  is 
more  correctly  understood  by  this  name  when  it  reaches  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  Borough. 

No  question  of  taking  action  so  far  as  pollution  is 
concerned  has  arisen. 

Drainage  and  Sewera  ge.— Th  e  Borough  may  be  regarded 
as  well  and  adequately  drained,  from  the  c’ontour  of  the  land, 
isolated  houses  naturally  occur  which  at  present  do  not  lend 
themselves  to  the  adaption  of  the  systems.  In  certain  areas  a 
pumping  station  has  overcome  the  difficulty  of  natural  flow. 

Sewerage  disposal  is  dealt  with  at  three  stations. 

At  the  extreme  south  of  the  Borough  is  an  up-to-date  and 
recently  constructed  plant  (at  the  Brockhurst  Farm)  comprising: 
20  bacteria  beds  with  the  necessary  settling  tank  accommodation. 


— 
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At  the  north  west  outlying  portion  of  the  Borough  known 
as  “  Beechdale  ”  Works,  is  a  small  plant  similar  in  construction 
to  the  above. 


Both  give  most  satisfactory  results,  the  monthly  sample 
analyses  are  well  above  the  standard  of  requirements. 


At  the  north-east  of  the  Borough,  known  as  Goscote,  the 
sewage  from  a  small  area  is  dealt  with  by  broad  irrigation. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  closet  accommodation  for 


the  Borough  in  the  years  1914  and  1919 
below : — 

Water  closets  having  flushing  cisterns 
Do.  without  flushing  cisterns 

Do.  waste  water 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles 
Privies  with  movable  receptacles  ... 


is  set  out  in  the  table 

1914  1919 

7019  7513 

10200  9834 

85  85 

800  686 

5  5 


18109  18123 


In  the  years  1915-1919  the  following  conversions  of  privies 
were  made,  viz. : — 

1915  57  privies  converted  into  water  closets. 

1916  13 

1917  — 

1918  3 

1919  6 


and  in  addition  in  the  same  years,  49  new  w.c’s  were  provided, 
also  366  w.c’s  had  flushing  cisterns  fitted. 


Scavenging. — This  is  undertaken  by  the  Borough 
Engineer’s  Department. 


 - 
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Labour  and  other  problems  experienced  from  war  con¬ 
ditions  rendered  the  work  difficult  to  cope  with  as  efficiently  as 
one  would  desire,  these  have  now  been  more  or  less  overcome, 
and  the  work  is  proceeding  progressively  and  more  satisfactorily. 

Dry  refuse  is  carted  to  convenient  tips,  privy  contents  to 
to  farmers. 

Ashbin  conversions  have  been  effected  in  recent  years  as 
follows,  viz. : — 

1915  1916  1917  1918  1919  Total. 

333  76  17  39  43  508 

So  far  as  possible  every  effort  is  made  to  still  further 
these  conversions. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Thirty-eight  Slaughterhouses  are  controlled  by  Bye-laws, 
of  these  16  are  “  Registered  ”  and  22  “Licensed,”  the  licenses 
being  for  a  period  of  1  year. 

Sixty-one  Fried  Fish  Shops  are  kept  under  observation 
but  there  are  no  Bye-laws  regulating  same. 

*  i 

Ten  Houses-let-in -lodgings  are  dealt  with  under  Bye-lawsii 
in  several  of  them  overcrowding  has  occurred,  but  the  matter 
has  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring  Notice— -There  are 
no  important  matters  in  connection  with  above  calling  for 
comment. 

School  visitations',  etc.  are  included  in  the  School  Report.! 


1 
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FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply — Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  are 
visited  on  an  average  at  least  twice  in  each  year. 


No  action  has  been  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk,  but  an 
arrangement  was  entered  into  with  the  Birmingham  University 
in  1912  for  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  of  milk, etc. ; 
for  tubercle  which  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  opinion  it  may  be 
desirable  to  be  examined. 


(b)  Other  Foods. — Inspection  is  carried  out  at  time  of 
slaughter  at  the  private  slaughterhouses  throughout  the 
Borough  as  far  as  practicable;  Bakehouses,  Milkshops,  Fried 
Fish  Shops,  are  visited  from  time  to  time,  the  structural  state  of 
bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  is  perhaps  not  so  good  as  1914. 
The  quantity  of  diseased  meat  dealt  with  has  increased  largely 
since  the  slaughter  of  bovines  has  been  centralised  in  the 
licensed  slaughterhouse  at  the  rear  of  Nos.  7  &  8  Short  Acre 
Street,  inspection  of  bovines  and  sheep  at  time  of  slaughter  is 
carried  out,  but  pigs  and  calves  are  dressed  in  slaughterhouses 
throughout  the  Borough,  and  there  may  be  many  cases  in  which 
there  is  no  inspection. 

There  is  no  public  abattoir  in  Walsall. 


Particulars  of  action  under  Section  117  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1875.  and  of  the  number  of  carcases  and  parts  of 
carcases  condemned  for  tuberculosis  are  given  in  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  see  pages  53  and  54. 


(c)  Sale  of  Food  asid  Drugs  Acts.-— This  is  included  in 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  see  pages  57  and  58, 
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faille  and  Cream  Regulations— The  Public  Analyst  I 
E.  W.  T.  Jones,  reported  that  he  found  no  preservatives  in  m 
samples  submitted  to  him  from  the  Borough. 

Cream  was  practically  unobtainable  here,  and  no  samp 
were  submitted. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918 — Milk  1 
been  supplied  to  Nursing  Mothers  and  Infants,  and  Cow-ai 
Gate  Milk  Food,  during  the  year  as  follows:-  - 

During  1919  there  were  83  cases  free  milk,  of  which 
were  temporary  cases,  and  47  permanent  cases ;  there  wer 
cases  of  reduced  milk  (permanent). 

The  total  cost  of  free  milk  for  1919  was  £152  3s.  2d. 

Gov^-and-Gate  Milk— During  1919,  45  cases  recei 
Cow-and-Gate  Milk  at  cost  price;  5  temporary  cases  recei 
Cow-and-Gate  Milk  free.  The  cost  of  the  same  was  £2  Is.  1 

There  was  paid  to  the  Borough  Treasurer  during  1 
£168  8s.  lid.  for  Cow-and-Gate  Milk. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS! 

DISEASES. 

* 

infectious  Diseases  Generally -  The  general  incidei 
of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  will  be  found  on  Table  VI. 

Diphtheritic  Antitoxin  is  available  at  the  Council  Ho 
in  office  hours  and  at  two  Police  Stations  at  all  hours,  its  ez 
use  is  advocated,  and  generally  speaking  any  delay  on 
point  would  be  due  to  the  doctor’s  not  having  been  called 
sufficiently  early  to  the  case. 
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i'he  number  of  cases  notified  under  Regulations  of  Jan. 
7th,  1919  during;  the  year  were  as  follows: — Pneumonia  233, 
Malaria  69,  Dysentery  4,  Trench  Fever  Nil. 

Work  in  connection  with  bacteriological  examination  is 
undertaken  for  Diphtheria  by  the  Birmingham  University. 

As  School  Medical  Officer,  information  as  to  the  prevalence 
of  diseases  is  brought  to  my  notice  from  the  various  channels. 

The  epidemic  of  Influenza  referred  to  in  the  previous 
year’s  report  was  gradually  subsiding  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  one,  there  was  no  further  recrudescence  ;  in  all  there 
were  75  fatal  cases. 

The  notification  of  tuberculosis  is  quite  satisfactory,  when 
its  existence  is  known  to  the  practitioner,  occasionally  through 
pressure  of  work,  etc.,  a  notification  maybe  overlooked ;  no 
action  has  been  considered  necessary  to  enforce  the  regulations. 

Tuberculosis. — The  scheme  in  operation  here  comprises, 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  (Dr.  Clark),  who  attends  at  the 
Dispensary  4  daily  and  1  evening  session  weekly,  assisted  by  3 
Nurses  who  also  visit  cases  in  the  district  and  report  insanitary 
conditions  of  the  homes  of  the  patients,  and  the  Secretary 
Dispenser  (Miss  Squire). 

The  PelsallHall  Sanatorium  belonging  to  the  Corporation 
about  3 2  miles  from  here  receives  cases  from  the  Borough 
sent  by  Dr.  Clark,  who  is  also  its  medical  Superintendent. 

The  obligations  of  the  National  Insurance  Committee  in 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  tuberculosis  are  by  previous  arrange¬ 
ments  still  undertaken  by  the  Council  under  this  scheme. 

Cases  are  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  by  the 
Pensions  Boards,  reported  by  him,  and  treatment  afforded. 
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Venereal  Disease — This  work  is  undertaken  at  the 
Walsall  General  Hospital  under  an  agreement  with  the  Town 
Council,  Dr.  A.  M.  Stuart  being  the  Medical  Officer  of  this 
department. 


Evening  Clinics  for  Males  are  held  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  and  an  afternoon  clinic  for  females  on  Thursday  weekly. 
Provision  is  made  for  any  case  to  remain  in  the  Hospital  over¬ 
night  if  necessary  after  injection. 

The  work  having  increased  so  much  Dr.  Stuart  has  had  to 
set  apart  an  extra  clinic  on  Wednesday  afternoons  for  sundry 
cases  requiring  injection. 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  with  the  Staffordshire  County 
Authorities  with  a  view  to  our  joining  them  in  a  scheme 
whereby  Walsall  would  become  the  chief  centre  for  an  area  of 
South  Staffordshire,  a  whole  time  officer  to  be  appointed  for  the 
same,  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  Walsall  and  the  area,  inasmuch 
as  better  facilities  would  be  afforded  for  treatment  generally. 

e 

The  co-operation  of  the  medical  profession  I  regard  as 
satisfactory,  though  my  belief  is  most  sufferers  go  for  treatment 
on  their  own  initiative,  and  a  fair  number  as  the  result  of 
personal  applications,  or  after  writing  to  me  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

•a 

% 

There  are  at  present  no  facilities  afforded  for  irrigation 
for  gonorrhoea  between  attendances  at  the  clinics  but  the  Medical 
Officer  is  pressing  for  them  to  be  given. 

No  application  for  the  supply  of  salvarsan  substitutes  has 
been  made  during  the  year;  there  are  about  12  medical  practi- 
tiorlers  who  may  be  considered  as  qualified  to  receive  a  fresh 
supply. 
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Examinations  of  specimens  are  undertaken  for  gonococci 
by  Dr.  Stuart;  for  other  kinds  at  the  Birmingham  University. 

No  request  has  been  made  by  practitioners  for  specimens 
to  be  examined  through  the  Health  Department. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  women  and  girls 
suffering  from  venereal  diseases  in  the  Borough  may  be  received 
into  the  Cleveland  House  Wolverhampton,  for  treatment. 

These  cases  arise  generally  in  connection  with  rescue 
work,  from  domestic  circumstances,  or  cases  which  the  Walsall 
General  Hospital  may  transfer  as  requiring  a  lengthy  in-patient 
stay. 

The  arrangement  provides  the  requisite  treatment  and 
nursing,  and  it  includes  expectant  mothers  and  lying-in  cases. 

A  summary  of  the  work  from  statistics  furnished  by  Dr. 
Stuart  are  as  under: — 

$ 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  treatment  for  first  time 
in  1919  may  be  classified. 


Syphillis  only 

M. 

69 

F. 

52 

Totals. 

121 

Gonorrhoea  only 

90 

14 

104 

Conditions  other  than 

Syphillis  &  Gonorrhoea 

7 

1 

8 

Venereal  Disease. 

Totals 

166 

67 

233 

M.  F.  Total. 

53  8  61 

There  were  already  receiving  treatment  on  January  1st, 
1919  for  Syphilis,  27  males,  18  females;  Gonorrhoea,  14  males, 
3  females;  other  than  Venereal  Disease,  1  male;  Total  63. 

Total  number  of  persons  who  received  treatment  was  393, 
and  the  attendances  at.  out-patient  clinic  2,920,  of  which  2,601 
were  males  and  919  females. 
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The  aggregate  number  of  “  in-patient”  days,  46. 


The  results  may  be  analysed  as  follows: — 


Syphi 

lis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Ceased  to  attend  without  completing 

treatment 

35 

20 

27  5 

Discharged  from  out-patient  after 

completing  treatment 

4 

0 

29  6 

There  was  one  male  case  of  soft  chancre  seen  during  the 

year. 


Residential  areas  of  patients  were:  — 


Syphilis 

Walsall. 

...  86 

Staffordshire, 

43 

W  olverhampton . 

0 

Worcestershi 

0 

Soft  Chancre 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

...  81 

30 

1 

0 

Conditions  of  o 
than  Venereal 

ther 

...  42  . 

18 

0 

1 

Total 

...  210 

91 

1 

1 

For  Spirochetes  10,  Gonococci  160,  other  organisms  1; 
specimens  were  examined  by  Dr.  Stuart. 

For  W-asserman  re-action  198  specimens  were  submitted 
to  Birmingham  University. 


Smallpox. — No  primary  or  re-vaccinations  have  been 
performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Small¬ 
pox  Prevention  Regulations,  1917. 

No  diseases  have  been  locally  contracted  such  as  Anthrax 
or  Rabies. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(!)  Inspection  of  Midwives  was  carried  out  by  the 
Inspector  of  Midwives  (Miss  M.  E.  Hughes)  acting  under  my 
supervision.  From  time  to  time  certain  midwives  were  inter¬ 
viewed  by  me  for  minor  breaches  of  the  regulations.  In  the 
cases  of  two  midwives  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee  having  heard  the  charges  brought  against  them  reported 
their  cases  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  in  both  cases  their 
names  were  removed  from  the  register. 

Through  poor  health  and  age  two  other  midwives  sent  in 
their  resignation. 


A  scheme  was  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
the  appointment  of  4  subsidised  midwives  in  the  Borough  in 
districts  thought  necessary,  3  were  selected,  but  from  various 
causes  their  appointments  did  not  mature;  one  midwife,  already 
practicing  in  Walsall  became  a  subsidised  one  by  moving  into 
the  district  required,  two  further  midwives  were  appointed 
subject  to  their  finding  accommodation  in  or  near  their  districts ; 
up  to  the  present  they  have  been  unable  to  secure  this;  this  is 
but  another  instance  of  the  housing  question  difficulty. 

The  statistics  in  connection  with  inspection  of  midwives 
will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
on  pages  37,  38,  39. 

There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital  in  the  Borough;  writing 
from  a  numerically  large  experience  of  midwifery  practice  in 
the  past  in  the  Borough,  I  feel  justified  in  stating  that  the  class 
of  mothers  who  in  the  ordinary  course  could  with  undoubted 
advantage  patronise  such  if  established,  would  be  reluctant  to 
do  so,  there  is  always  a  stumbling  block  of  prejudice  that  there 
is  no  place  like  home,  however,  this  is  a  matter  of  education  for 
the  future. 
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(2)  Prior  to  the  war  a  small  maternity  home  in  connection 
uth  the  Victoria  Nursing  Institution  was  established  here,  but 
-  met  with  little  patronage  and  was  eventually  closed. 

There  have  been  notified  3  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  two 
of  which  proved  fatal. 

Medical  help  is  insisted  upon  in  all  cases  of  a  suspicious 
,  haracter  and  these  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  see 
that  instructions  are  being  carried  out. 

An  agreement  is  in  force  whereby  two  beds  are  reserved 
at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  for  receiving  any  case  of 
Puerperal  Fever  when  thought  by  the  medical  attendant 
necessary  to  be  treated  there,  midwifery  cases  requiring  surgical 
interference  are  also  within  this  arrangement. 


There  were  36  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified, 
these  were  carefully  watched  by  the  Health  Visitors,  in  some 
cases  visited  on  Sundays.  There  is  no  record  of  any  case  of 
permanent  injury  to  the  eyes  during  the  past  year,  two  cases 
might  have  eventually  so  resulted,  but  both  ciied  from  other 
causes. 

There  \yere  notified  1,167  cases  of  Measles,  of  which  17 
proved  fatal. 


There  were  7  fatalities  from  Whooping  Cough  and  36 
Ir°m  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 


The  only  means  we  have  available  in  connection  with  the 
above  cases  are  those  insisting  upon  medical  attendance  being 
secured  and  general  nursing  advice  incidentally  to  health 
v  'siting. 
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There  are  three  Infant  Welfare  Centres  here,  Milton  St 
Stafford  St.  and  Ablewell  St.,  at  each  of  which  I  attend  once 
weekly,  infants  are  weighed,  pre  or  post  natal  cases  seen,  advice 
and  instruction  given  and  simple  medicinal  remedies  if  required 
supplied,  these  days  are  styled  doctor’s  days. 
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Once  \yeekly  at  each  Centre  certain  of  the  Nurses  attend, 
babies  are  weighed,  mothers  seen,  instructions  and  lectures  given 


in  connection  with  subject  of  maternity  and  infant  welfare. 
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There  sre  also  thrift  clubs  held,  made-up  garments  are 

Hr 

V-jSvjy,  |  ft? 

sold,  garments  cut  down,  knitting  and  general  matters  pertaining 
to  material  aid  are  dealt  with.  In  these  matters  assistance  is 

£  i*  j. 

rendered  by  a  band  of  voluntary  workers  to  whom  we  are  much 
indebted. 


y 

'  •'A*  io 


jmm 


•  • 


?  m 


|jg| 


Apart  from  the  medical  or  material  assistances  these 
Centres  can  be,  there  is  always  the  touch  of  the  human 
sympathetic  element  borne  in  mind,  and  which  helps  a  young 
mother  or  encourages  a  mother  from  the  meaner  streets  or 
squalid  surroundings  to  persevere  against  adverse  conditions. 
To  those  who  have  not  the  experience  of  the  seamy  side  of  this 
life  it  may  seem  little,  personally  I  feel  most  strongly  it  means 
much  to  these  mothers. 
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The  Health  Visitors  are  impressed  with  my  wishes  for 
them  to  visit  as  friends  and  not  officials  ;  my  evidence  is  that 
they  are  exceedingly  well  received  and  that  they  command  the 
confidence  of  the  mothers  to  the  fullest  degree. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION, 

f.  The  staff  consists  of  1  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  3 
\ssistant  Sanitary  Inspectors,  1  Disinfector,  1  Lady  Clerk  and 
.in  Office  Boy. 

The  work  of  the  Chief  Inspector  consists  of  general  super¬ 
vision  of  all  inspectorial  duties,  making  reports  to  the  Health 
Committee,  and  preparing  cases  arising  in  his  duties  in  which 
legal  proceedings  have  to  be  taken,  the  Chief  Inspector  is  also 
appointed  as  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  and  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  is  local  officer  under  the  Rats 
Order.  Each  of  the  3  Assistant  Inspectors  is  in  charge  of  a 
District  and  carries  out  the  duties  as  set  out  in  the  orders  relating 
to  the  work  of  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  submitting  their  reports 
daily  to  the  Chief  Inspector  who  advises  them  in  any  matters  of 
difficulty,  and  visits  with  them  in  all  cases  where  he  thinks 
desirable. 


The  Chief  Inspector  and  two  of  the  Assistants  have  the 
special  qualification  as  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 


The  Lady  Clerk  acts  as  recording  clerk  of  nuisances,  and 
A  samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  makes  all  notices, 
Apes  all  letters,  and  types  and  stencils  repbrts  for  Committee, 
keeping  of  accounts  and  letters,  &c.,  in  addition  undertaking 

1  ertain  clerical  duties  for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
work. 

The  Office  Boy  attends  to  callers  and  keeps  the  register 
“f  infectious  diseases,  &c. 

d  he  disinfector  fumigates  rooms  after  infectious  disease 
"nd  works  the  Thresh  Steam  Disinfector. 


2.  The  Walsall  General  Hospital  by  arrangement  will 
the  Town  Council  admit  and  treat  any  case  of  Diphtheria  withh 
the  Borough  that  any  local  practitioner  desires  to  be  sent  there, 
for  this  a  retaining  fee  is  charged  by  the  Hospital  and  payment 
is  based  upon  duration  of  stay  of  patients. 
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During  the  year  17  cases  were  admitted,  of  which  % 


proved  fatal. 
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The  Council  have  now  an  arrangement  with  the  Cannock 
Rural  District  Council  whereby  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  are 
received  into  their  Isolation  Hospital  at  Cheslyn  Hay  some  six 
miles  away  from  here,  our  department  undertaking  the  transport 
arrangements.  This  option  is  only  exercised  in  exceptional 
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cases. 


Hitherto  an  old  Isolation  Hospital  in  Hospital  Street  has 
afforded  the  only  means  we  have  of  dealing  with  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever ;  the  Committee  have  decided  not  to  incur  any 
further  outlay  of  expenditure  to  renovate  this  building,  and  have 
under  consideration  the  matter  of  an  Isolation  Hospital,  the  site 
has  already  been  selected  and  approved  of. 
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There  is  a  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich. 


r, 


Generally  speaking  excluding  Diphtheria,  the  lack  of 
adequate  provision  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  constitute  one  of  the  worrying  problems  here  connected  , 
with  my  department  in  the  event  of  the  urgent  necessity  of 

’T  ’’  ■  ' 

removal  and  isolation  of  a  case. 
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3.  The  Acts  under  which  the  work  of  the  department  are 
rried  out  as  set  out  in  the  Council’s  year  book  are: — 

"The  Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884.” 

“The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875  to  1907.” 

“The  Margarine  Act,  1887.” 

“  The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,”  and  Sec.  5 
of  the  Local  Government  (Emergency  Powers)  Act,  1916. 
“The  Housing  of  the  Working  Closses  Act,  1890  ”  (Parts  II, 
III,  IV,  and  V.) 

“The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1890.”  Part  V.  (Sanitary' 
Provisions),  Section  40  (Fencing  of  vacant  lands).  Section 
43  (Paving  of  back  yards),  Section  56  (Pipes  from  slop-stones 
to  be  disconnected  from  sewers),  Section  57  (Provisions  as 
to  filling  up  Cesspools),  Section  60  (Ventilation  of  Soil 
Pipes'). 

“The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,”  (with  respect  to 
Bakehouses  and  other  Sanitary  matters),  and  “The  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act,  1907.” 

“  The  Midwives  Act,  1902.” 

“The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,”  Sections  34, 
35,  37,  44,  45,  46,  50  &  51  of  Part  Ilf.  (Sanitary  Provisions), 
Part  IV  (Infectious  Diseases),  and  Part  V,  (Common 
Lodging  Houses).  \ 

I  he  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915.” 
i  he  Butter  and  Margarine  Act,  1907.” 

The  Children  Act,  1908,”  Part  I.  (Infant)  Life  Protection. 
The  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909.”  (Part  I). 

I  he  Public  Health  (Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Disease) 
Act.  1913.” 

I  he  Milk  ond  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915.” 

Fhe  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1914,”  Sections  84,  85,  88  &  89, 
of  Part  V.  (Streets,  Buildin  gs,  Sewers,  and  Drains  and 

Sanitary  Provisions)  ; 

-d  so  much  of  any  other  existing  Act  of  Parliament  as  relates 
}  any  of  the  said  matters. 


4.  Chemical  analysis  is  undertaken  for  the  Borough  by 
Mr.  E.  W.  T.  Jones,  Public  Analyst,  Wolverhampton,  and  for 
the  past  year  consisted  of  work  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts;  Bacteriological  work  to  the  Birmingham  University, 
Diphtheria  12,  of  which  4  were  positive;  for  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever  4,  of  which  2  were  positive. 
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3  examinations  of  water,  results  being  water  unfit  for 


drinking. 
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Examination  for  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli  is  undertaken 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  has  been  confined  to  sputum. 
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OTHER  SERVICES. 
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The  Council  are  still  undertaking  where  required  the 


treatment  of  Tuberculosis  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  local 


National  Health  Insurance  Committee  at  the  Dispensary  or  the 


Sanatorium  at  Pelsall  Hall,  as  may  be  thought  necessary. 
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There  is  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  to  which  admission 
is  free,  no  subscribers  tickets  are  required,3  it  has  92  beds,  the 
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number  of  out-patients  was  6,971,  of  in-patients  1354,  total  cost 


of  the  Institution  for  the  year  was  £14,768. 


I  desire  to  again  record  my  indebtedness  for  various 
cases  of  minor  surgery  sent  from  the  Welfare  Centres,  and 
treated  free  at  our  Hospital. 
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Walsall  Union — The  cost  of  maintenance  of  patients 
belonging  to  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  September  30th, 
1919,  was  as  follows:— 
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In  the  Poor  Law  Institution 
Home  Assistance 


£10,642  1  0 

9,452  9  0 
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HOUSING, 

fJ,  general  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District— 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  was  19,865. 
Number  of  working  class  houses  was  15,953. 

There  were  no  new  houses  in  course  of  erection  for  the 
working  class  during  the  year  ;  early  November,  1919,  work  in 
connection  with  the  first  instalment  of  24  towards  the  Corporation 
scheme  of  500  was  commenced.  In  the  Fleck  Ward  private 
enterprise  commenced  building  4  superior  artisan  dwellings. 

\2)  The  most  approximate  figures  of  population  I  believe 
are  those  supplied  by  the  Local  Food  Controller,  the  number  of 
jversons  applying  for  ration  cards  was  92,134. 

There  is  no  information  as  to  any  important  changes 
during  the  year  or  anticipated  beyond  those  incidental  to  the 
return  of  demobilised  soldiers. 

(3)  (a)  The  estimated  extent  of  shortage  of  houses  in  the 

Form  of  Survey  of  Housing  Needs  was  returned 
as  1,478. 

(b)  The  measures  taken  to  meet  the  house  shortage 
consisted  of  the  Corporation  Scheme  of  500  ;  the  4  previously 
alluded  to  now  supplemented  by  a  further  2,  in  the  Pleck 

^  ard  and  perhaps  6  villas  in  residential  districts  of  the 
Korough. 

01  Overcrowding — 

(F  1  here  were  1,847  houses  intended  for  one  family  now 
u-  oupied  by  2  or  more. 

('2)  Practically  the  entire  cause  of  overcrowding  may  be 
■  Fi bated  to  insufficient  housing  accommodation. 


26 


•  1  !'■( 
'i’i; 


I;  .M? 


r 


AfA 

U»j' 


If 


'%  ' 
4mh 

:  *S 


(3)  The  measures  taken  in  dealing  with  overcrowding 
were  principally  where  tuberculosis  existed  in  the  house,  it  is 
impossible  to  feel  that  one  is  even  touching  the  fringe  of  the 
question  unless  many  houses  are  built.  One  cannot  help  feeling 
that  if  it  was  practical  for  housing  accommodation  to  be  rationed 
the  same  as  food,  quite  a  reasonable  solution  of  the  difficulty 
would  be  forthcoming. 
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(4)  Typical  cases  of  overcrowding  are,  viz. 


Jfiii}  1 

-'O' ill  ' 


-s  e  - 


(Ref.  698)  In  the  Hatherton  Ward  a  two-roomed  house,  a 
discharged  tubercular  soldier,  sleeping  room  640  cubic  feet, 
occupied  by  man,  wife,  two  boys  10  and  4  years,  2  girls  6  and  1 
years.  Notice  was  served,  no  result,  except  a  daughter  18  years 
came  to  live  with  them. 


(Ref.  1802)  Birchills  Ward,  a  3  roomed  house,  a  woman 
58  years  sleeping  in  living  room,  2  bedrooms,  one  888  cubic  feet 
occupied  by  married  couple  and  girl  one  year  of  age,  and  one 
578  cubic  feet  occupied  by  married  couple  and  6  children  ages 
from  15  to  1  years.  In  this  case  the  married  couple  with  6 
children  after  notice  were  received  into  the  Walsall  WWrkhouse. 


■  *r,  '.q 

(Ref.  428)  Caldmore  Ward,  a  ground  floor  room,  size  1220  W 
cubic  feet,  used  as  a  combined  living  and  sleeping  room  by  a 

-  ?  VW.tt  it 

returned  soldier  and  wife  and  5  children,  ages  14  years  to  5 
years.  After  notice  the  number  was  reduced,  the  two  older 
children  being  accommodated  in  another  room  in  the  same  house. 


(111)  Fit n  ess  of  H  ©uses — 


(l)  (a)  Many  of  the  artizan  dwellings  have  been  erected 

in  the  past  25  years,  in  this  class  the  standard  may  be  considered 
as  very  fair,  but  in  many  of  the  older  streets  progressive  dilapi¬ 
dation  has  set  in,  which  might  be  included  in  the  generic  term 
“  senile  decay.” 
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(b;  General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  in 
ynfii  houses — Their  name  is  legion,  it  includes  leaking  roofs, 
infective  and  absence  of  spoutings,  absence  of  damp-proof 
murse,  defective  external  brickwork  insufficient  means  of  light 
md  ventilation,  (in  many  cases  these  have  fixed  windows) 
defective  woodwork  of  doors,  window  frames,  floors,  stairs,  no 
accommodation  for  food  storage  except  a  dark  unventilated 
snace  below  the  stairs,  which  is  also  used  for  coals,  absence  of 
satisfactory  accommodation  for  personal  ablutions  and  the 
washing  of  clothes,  insufficient  or  insanitary  ashpits  and  closets, 
lack  of  water  supply  (in  many  cases  one  tap  serves  6  houses,  in 
fact,  in  one  case  there  are  16  houses  to  one  water  tap). 


(2)  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under  (a)  the 
Public  Health  Acts  (b)  the  Housing  Acts. 

a)  The  Inspection  has  been  directed  to  what  we  know  as 
the  worst  districts  in  the  Borough,  and  the  houses  which  in 
addition  to  their  defects  had  extreme  dampness  were  selected 
lor  action,  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act  were  issued  and 
these  resulted  in  the  repair  of  298  dwelling  houses  or  parts 
’hereof,  in  219  houses  having  efficient  spouting  fitted,  and  15 
v>u'es  having  minor  repairs  effected;  532  houses  being  im- 
»  ~oved  structurally  during  the’year. 

» 

I  he  plan  suggested  in  dealing  with  defects  is  to 
f,ntinue  the  inspection  as  above  outlined,  deal  with  those 
houses  showing  the  worst  faults,  and  eventually  lead  up  to 
Uu“  question  of  improving  all  working  class  houses  so  that 
’•he  standard  set  up  by  the  Housing  Manual  may  be  achieved. 


(b)  The  acute  shortage  at  present  experienced  we 

onffder  precludes  any  action,  being  taken  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 


(3)  Our  greatest  difficulty  is  from  the  owner’s  standpoint, 
the  inadequate  remuneration  of  the  property,  they  state  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  carry  out  the  repairs  at  the  present  day  cost 
on  a  pre-war  rental. 


The  lack  of  labour,  due  perhaps  to  its  desertion  to  more 


lucrative  channels  is  another  difficulty. 
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(4)  Water  conditions  have  been  referred  to  previously,  ; 


■V? 


Closet  accommodation  may  be  considered  unsatisfactory 
in  the  older  houses,  having  in  many  cases  3  houses  to  one 


convenience. 
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Refu  se — -Refuse  disposal  is  dealt  with  by  the  Borough 


•  $  iR 

AW  I 


Surveyor’s  Department;  reference  has  previously  been  made 


,fV 
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to  this  fact. 
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Pleasures  taken— In  practice  it  has  been  found  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  secure  extra  closet  accommodation  and  the  work 
has  been  more  devoted  to  the  abatement  of  nuisances  arising 
from  defective  closets. 


m 
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nriea 


areas- 


..vffe 


(1)  Action  taken  as  regards  areas  represented  before 


the  beginning  of  the  year  under  Part  I  or  Part  II  of  the 


Housing  Act  of  1890— Nil. 
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(2)  Particulars  of,  and  action  taken  as  regards  areas 
represented  during  the  year — Nil. 


y-yj 


(3)  Information  as  to  complaints  made  during  the  year 
that  areas  were  unhealthy  and  action  taken — Nil. 
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(V)  Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in 
lodgings,  and  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  &  c . 

(1)  Bye-laws  apply  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  and  these 
have  been  enforced. 

(2)  It  would  be  advantageous  to  have  bye-laws  to  deal 
with  tents,  vans,  sheds,  &  c . 

(VI)  General  and  ^lisceHaneous— 

Account  of  action  bearing  on  public  health  such  as 
Tuberculosis,  Infant  Welfare,  and  so  forth,  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  the  report. 

Vi I)  (1)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

complaints  were  made  that  they  are  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  by  householders — -Nil. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and 

for  the  purpose  of  the  section — 501 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  considered 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation —192 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing 
orders — No  closing  orders  made. 

'3)  Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act  1919 

—Nil. 

(4)  Closing  Orders — Nil. 

(5)  Demolition  Orders — Nil. 

(6)  There  have  been  no  dwelling-houses  demolished 

voluntarily  on  the  score  of  unfitness,  but  some 
have  been  demolished  for  factory,  &c.  extensions. 

N)  Obstructive  Buildings— No  action  was  necessary. 

1{-)  Each  Sanitary  Inspector  is  formally  appointed  an 
Examining  Officer  under  the  Housing  Acts  and 
Housing  Inspection  is  part  of  his  routine  duties. 
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In  last  year’s  report  I  referred  to  some  items  which  { 
considered  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants  generally,  with  the  increasing  national  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  masses  for  better  social  conditions 
and  for  the  right  to  live  in  healthier  surroundings,  I  make 
some  further  observations  which  I  trust  may  arouse  Interest 
and  lead  to  steps  being  taken  towards  their  bearing  fruit. 


Viewing  the  whole  span  of  life,  I  feel  impressed  by  the 
fact  that  an  undue  proportion  of  regard  and  expenditure  is 
paid  to  certain  stages  or  conditions  of  life  to  the  disadvantage 
of  others.  To  me  so  much  seems  devoted  to  the  period  of 
school  age,  and  relatively  also  to  the  wreckage  of  humanity, 
yet  not  enough  to  the  pre-school  age,  and  to  the  conditions 
which  produce  the  wreckage. 

'iPill 

•  H  I  Tiif 

It  is  an  accepted  fact  that  much  is  almost  ungrudgingly 
spent  upon  the  scholar’s  intellectual  and  physical  welfare 
and  yet  in  the  main,  youth  has  to  wait  the  age  of  5  to  be 
automatically  gathered  into  this  select  circle,  in  the  meantime 
conditions  of  impaired  physique  may  have  become  such  as  to 
discount  much  of  the  subsequent  attention  bestowed.  In  other 
words  insufficient  means  are  provided  for  securing  healthy 
conditions  prior  to  the  age  of  5  years;  in  stating  this  I  am 
not  losing  sight  of  the  valuable  assistance  furnished  under 
the  Milk  Orders,  &c.,  but  am  advancing  a  claim  for  fuller 
recognition  of  the  right  of  these  mites  to  better  housing, 
medical  and  nursing  attentions,  and  in  conditions  of  debility 
some  modicum  of  the  advantages  that  money  can  purchase. 


War  conditions  had  created  a  partial  famine  in  the  domestic 
help  question,  and  war  workers  have  shown  much  reluctance 
to  re-enter  this  type  of  service,  mistresses  have  deplored  such 
conditions,  yet  it  merely  points  out  one  aspect  of  our  social 
system  and  has  personally  demonstrated  to  the  wealthier 
classes  many  of  the  worries  and  disabilities  incidental  to  chiffi 
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rjnp  which  perforce  the  poorer  mother  has  to  tackle  single 
hurled  hitherto  these  could  conveniently  be  evaded  by  the 
•  v'wer  of  money.  I  may  add  that  I  have  even  heard  of  some 
^hl.  unve  confessed  to  seeing  humour  in  the  situation. 

The  voluntary  workers  at  our  Centres  have  been 
enabled  to  appreciate  some  of  the  disabilities  under  which 
s;utn  mothers  exist,  to  call  it  live  is  flattery,  and  I  desire  to 
p.iv  tribute  to  the  kindly  sympathetic  attitude  they  show 
towards  them. 


We  require  increased  facilities  for  the  treatment  of 
.nfants  who  are  ill  as  Hospital  in-patients,  at  present  our 
local  Hospital  can  only  offer  but  small  provision  for  such 
medical  cases. 

4 

I  confess  I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  such  Institu- 
‘  ons  will  be  state-aided,  and  a  comprehensive  scheme  is  in 
operation  whereby  all  ages  and  conditions  of  illness  Jean 
rrreive  the  necessary  skilled  attention,  and  not  to  be  at  the 
mercy  of  the  inadequate  accommodation  which  voluntary 
oapport  mostly  necessitates,  Such  a  scheme  should  obviously 
nciude  provision  for  the  lying-in  mother. 

For  the  ailing  and  delicate  child,  the  victim  of  environ- 
rrents,  some  provision  of  the  nature  of  a  ’convalescent  home 

rather  nursery  is  required  to  give  these  the  necessary 
Mart.” 

1  he  work  at  our  Welfare  Centres  I  believe  has  done 
iitUC h  to  break  down  the  barrier  that  frequently  exists  against 
^  might  be,  intruding  upon  home  life  by  an  official  (health 
•'Mtorh  I  wish  to  make  it  widely  known  that  our  health 
*  ^sitors»  are  diligently  instructed  to  forget  that  they  are 
*  -  *  c  i  a » s  and  rely  upon  their  own  personality,  and  I  feel 
SUI  cc^  ^at  it  is  seldom  that  any  objection  is  made  to  their  visits. 
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With  the  excellent  results  obtained  in  some  Boroughs 
by  the  establishment  of  open  air  nurseries  for  the  infant 
taken  from  squalid  surroundings,  this  subject  is  well  worth 
extension  so  far  as  it  might  benefit  similar  children  here. 


Upon  the  housing  and  slum  question  a  lengthy  disserta¬ 
tion  would  be  an  easy  matter,  but  so  much  has  been  spoken, 
written,  and  discussed  everywhere,  that  sarcastically  it  has 
been  said  that  more  speeches  will  have  been  made  than 
bricks  used  by  the  time  the  question  is  settled. 


p. 


It  has  been  my  fortune  to  hear  many  curious  comments 
upon  this  question,  considered  from  the  point  of  view  as  to  what  to 
do  for  the  dispossessed  slum  dweller;  two  are  worth  recording. 


£+  At 
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First,  that  for  many  of  this  class  of  tenantry,  different 
accommodation  is  superfluous,  their  surroundings  are  congenial 
to  their  nature,  in  fact,  the  analogy  with  pigs  has  been  drawn, 


yet  locally  the  foremost  to  volunteer  for  “Kitchener’s  Army” 
were  from  this  type  of  inhabitant,  and  it  is  permissive  to 


. 

point  out  that  in-as-much-as  it  takes  three  generations  to  make 
a  gentleman,  some  chronological  latitude  might  be  allowed  •>  U 
for  this  tenant  to  rise  to  his  new  surroundings.  ,WjU 


A  second,  that  as  the  husband  goes  to  work,  the  children 
to  school  and  the  wife  to  gossip,  the  home  is  only  used  for 
meals  and  sleeping  purposes,  therefore  houses  are  really 
unnecessary. 


The  public  may  infer  from  such  views  how  difficult  it 
is  to  progress  in  matters  that  affect  the  masses. 


Again  so  many  soldiers  must  have  returned  schooled 
and  disciplined  in  the  army  in  all  the  advantages  of  sanitation, 
yet  forced  to  live  through  house  shortage,  amongst  squalor 
and  dirt;  I  feel  that  so  many  may  sink  to  the  level  of  these 
surroundings,  to  whom  it  ought  to  have  been  possible  to 
continue  progressively  good  healthy  citizens. 
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One  can  readily  sympathise  with  their  embittered 
Ee^Wrgs;  that  these  men  should  be  so  situated  is  more  than 
c  reproach  to  us  nationally,  it  is  a  disgrace,  which  all  the 
fiaudble  sophistry  possible  cannot  efface. 

The  expressions  one  hears  on  the  housing  question 
generally  emphasizes  the  point  that  there  is  more  than  discon¬ 
tent  there  is  anger  which  is  increasing,  and  this  is  aggravated 
tin*  delays  from  various  causes  which  do  not  seem  to  be 
Experienced  in  connection  with  such  buildings  as  cinemas, 
uj  ,rks  extensions,  &c-,  and  it  bodes  ill  if  not  assuaged  in  the 
ivxr  future. 

Locally  1  feel  that  practically  we  cannot  afford  to 
do^-e  a  single  house  owing  to  existing  conditions. 

1  reiterate  that  as  it  was  possible  to  put  forth  such  strenuous 
Ch^rtv  in  connection  with  munitions  during  the  war  for 
^^Stroying  the  enemy,  one  tithe  of  this  energy  should  have  been 
possible  during  peace,  it  would  have  effected  reasonable 
flou>ing  accommodation  for  the  victors. 

1  v I  here  arefso  many  conditions  of  ill  health  and  disease 
ttftn Suitable  to  bad  housing  conditions  or  the  “slum  question” 

elaboration  is  unnecessary, 

•  » 

The  fundamental  principle  for  treatment  of  all  disease 
i*  tiie  removal  of  its  causes  wherever  practicable,  and  no 
‘ase  having  ever  been  eradicated  by  the  most  sumptuous 
pfmLion  for  its  sufferers,  it  is  not  out  of  place  here  to  give 
wy  vmws  on  what  I  regard  as  short-sightedness  on  this  matter. 


i  leel  that  there  is  an  undue  tendency  towards  self 
Complacency  in  the  minds  of  some  at  being  able  to  point  out 
^  n~hkings  for  the  institutional  treatment  of  the  affected. 
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However  sincere  may  be  their  belief  in  this  manner  of 
curing  disease,  it  has  the  dubious  advantages  of  being  cheaper 
more  spectacular,  and  superficially  is  more  readily  convincing, 
but  it  more  or  less  deals  with  results  and  not  causes. 


fir  V  ;  t-a 

•  • 


Such  undertakings  are  necessary  as  treatment,  both 
from  bodily  and  educational  standpoints,  but  it  is  hollow 

• I';;,  «'i , 

mockery  for  the  patient  to  be  compelled  of  necessity  to  return 
to  bad  environments,  that  were  to  say  the  least,  the  most 
frequent  causes  of  their  afflictions.  V 

Public  opinion  is  much  desired  and  required  in  connec- 
tion  with  health  matters,  my  feeling  is  that  they  do  notW  4 


receive  the  attention  they  warrant;  in  this  direction  I  desire  W  W 


I 


public  opinion  should  not  be  satisfied  till  the  housing  question 


grievance  is  substantially  redressed,  and  whatever  reforms  are 


to  be  embarked  upon,  this  reform  ought  to  have  precedence, 
even  to  the  suspension  of  others. 

In  connection  with  an  application  for  extension  of  a 
licensed  slaughterhouse  premises  in  the  Borough,  a  local  con-  J 
troversy  arose,  ultimately  the  extension  was  refused,  but  the 
question  of  a  public  abattoir  has  been  forced  to  the  front, 
and  is  receiving  consideration.  4  |i 

The  mysteries  of  food  prices  and  supplies  are  still 
widening  the  vicious  circle  in  which  the  increase  in  wages  is 
trying  to  overtake  the  cost  of  living,  and  the  worst  victims  ^ 
are  those  who  suffered  most  in  the  war. 

•  r  •**$ 

It  is  ironical  to  feel  that  though  Walsall  is  adjacent  to 
the  coal  fields  area,  we  have  suffered  badly  from  inadequate 
supplies,  this  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  cost  of  living,  the 
mild  weather  experienced  may  be  aptly  described  as  having 
been  tempered  to  the  shorn  sheep. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  Infectious  diseases  is 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Committee  and  calls  for  little 
comment  beyond  the  fact  that  it  is  long  overdue,  and  unfor¬ 
tunately  the  times  are  less  propitious  than  in  1912  when  the 
question  was  first  considered. 


€ 
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TABLE  I. 

Walsall  County  Borough —  WHOLE  DISTRICT 

(f^FAfyT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1919. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


1 

1 

. '  a  ; ' s f s  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

c n 

T 

9 

1 

1 

1 

ro 

Total 

under 

4 

weeks 

1  &  un.  3  mths. 

3  &  un .  6  mths. 

SI 

r-< 

e 

r— 

o 

9  &  un .  12  mths 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

At. i.  Causes— Certified 

. 

... 

Uncertified 

Small-pox 

... 

.  .  - 

Chicken-pox  ... 

... 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

... 

Erysipelas  '  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  « 

2 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  ... 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous)... 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

3 

1 

1 

... 

5 

4 

9 

Earvngitis 

... 

.  .  . 

Bronchitis 

l 

1 

10 

5 

8 

3 

27 

Fneumonia  (all  forms)... 

l  .... 

1 

1 

2 

4. 

5 

4 

7 

on 

Diarrhoea 

2 

.  •  • 

1 

... 

3 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

3 

9 

7 

2 

23 

'■  >astritis 

... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Syphilis  ■  ... 

1 

l 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Kickets 

...  ■» 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

... 

... 

fujurv  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

2 

2 

1 

5 

5 

'  Congenital  Malforma- 

1  lions 

1 

1 

3 

4 

,  1  remature  Birth 

54 

4 

2 

2 

62 

5 

1 

68 

j  Atrophy,  Debility, 

and  Marasmus 

3 

3 

9 

1 

9 

10 

3 

2 

2 

26 

Other  causes  ... 

2 

i 

1 

4 

3 

3 

3 

8 

21 

Totals 

65 

13 

8 

/ 

93 

44 

36 

26 

25 

224 

- - - - - - 

Nett  Births  in  the  year— legitimate,  2,024;  illegitimate,  74. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  211  ;  illegitimate  infants,  13. 


Table  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  with  the 
rate  per  thousand  births  during  the  last  ten  years,  and 
deaths  between  I  and  5  years. 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths 
under  1  year. 

Rate  per  1000 
Births 

No.  ot 
Deaths  1  to 
5  years. 

I9°9 

382 

136  80 

174 

1910 

313 

11477 

103 

1911 

424 

1 5208 

146 

1912 

359 

131-64 

187 

1913 

439 

15675 

249 

1914 

321 

115  92 

141 

1915 

381 

149  06 

241 

1916 

282 

11212 

130 

1917 

238 

11059 

189 

1918 

222 

1 10*55 

254 

Aveiage  for  10  years 

3T4 

129  02 

181 

1919 

224 

103*3© 

134 

HEALTH  VISITOR'S  REPORT, 
Birth  Visits. 


rj 

7) 

> 

X 

0 

Leamore. 

Birchills. 

Halherton . 

Paddock. 

Bridge. 

Fleck. 

Caldmore. 

Total. 

1st  Visits 

229 

250 

310 

199 

l66 

130 

26/ 

245 

1796 

Re-Visits 

598 

735 

1102 

68l 

624 

350 

789 

996 

5875 

Total 

827 

985 

r  41 2 

870 

790 

48O 

1056 

1241 

7671 

•M 


' 

!#.!*' 
■  : 


lie*! 


V 


.11  i 

il  ii 


hi 


■ 

j'Tl 


$  4  .,j 

f  '*■  7 

ii 


1 


. 


m 


A.-v 

II 
%Tvf 


Infant  Feeding. — When  first  visited  1,547  of  the  infant5  I 
were  breast-fed,  161  breast  and  artificially  fed,  and  161  altogether, 
bottle  fed  On  subsequent  visits  1,070  were  found  to  be  entire!/ 
breast  fed,  204  breast  and  artificially  fed  and  192 
artificially  fed, 


en 


w 


37 


Attendances  at  Welfare  Centres — The  total  attendances 
0^  Centres  being  10,754  for  the  13  months,  of  which  number 
^  were  medically  examined,  the  ages  being  as  follows  : — 


r 


j  Under 

6-12 

1-2 

2-5 

Pre 

N  e  vv 

6  months 

mils 

yrs. 

yrs. 

Natal . 

Total. 

C  ases 

*M.  A. 

M.  A 

M.  A. 

M.  A 

M.  A. 

M.  A. 

Mjlt.m  St  I  471  1  138  220  886 

106  594 

29  287 

7  35 

833  2940 

214 

Sbahoi  dsti  696  1844 

4826  1330 

217  970 

60  457 

15  107 

I3I4  47c8 

45i 

AWu-eliSti  292  1045 

'35  758 

78  696 

63  480 

13  127 

581  3106 

172 

I'm  , 1  1479  4027 

68 1  2974 

401  2260 

152  1224 

35  269 

272810754 

837 

M  Number  Medically  Examined.  A~ Number  Attendances. 


Health  Visitor’s  Record  of  Visits  — 


Birth 

V  i  s  i  t  s . 

Mid¬ 

wives’ 

Visits. 

Inquests 

Other 

Visits. 

Visits  re 
death  of 
child. 

Total 

Visits. 

76;  I 

129 

4 

792 

8 

8604 

Birth  Enquiry— 


first  Re- 
Visits.  Visits. 

Pre- 

Natal. 

VV  asted 
Visits. 

Still¬ 

birth 

enquiry. 

Un -noti¬ 
fied  birth 
enquiry. 

Visits  to 
Diarr¬ 
hoea. 

096  5875 

50 

462  ' 

48 

II 

* 

51 

Midwives’  Visits,  etc, — 


Mid- 

w !  c  e  > ’ inSpec 

Kjts  tions. 


t2o 


96 


Inter¬ 

views. 

33 


Disin¬ 

fected 


Oph¬ 

thalmia. 

Puer¬ 

peral. 

36 

3 

1 

Sanitary 

Defects 

reported 

47 


Ophthalmic 

1st 

Re- 

visits 

visits 

36 

137 

R/lidwives5  Notifications 


Medical  help 

Stil  1-birth. 

Death  of  Child 

Ophthalmia,  j 

128 

48 

5 

U 

The  causes  of  sending  for  Medical  help  are  as  follows:  — 


Mother. 

Child. 

Abnormal  Pregnancy  ... 

4 

Dangerous  Feebleness 

Ruptured  Perinetum 

II 

and  Prematurity 

2  7 

Complicated  Labour  ... 

43 

Inflammation  of  Eyes 

16 

,,  Lying-in 

14 

Malformation,  &c. 

4 

Rise  of  Temperature  ••• 

4 

Death  of  Child 

5 

Total 

76 

Total 

52 

Notification  of  Births  to  December  31st,  1919 — - 


No.  of  Births  notified  during  the  year  ...  ...  2,178 

,,  attended  by  Medical  practitioner  . .  809 

»,  ,,  Midwives  ...  ...  1,342 

,,  Born  in  Union  Infirmary  ...  ...  27 

Stillbirths — No.  notified  during  the  year  . ..  82 

Male  Fern. 

No.  of  Stillbirths  attended  by  Medical  practitioners  13  16 

»  ,,  ,,  ,,  Midwives  ...  27  21 

>,  ,,  born  in  Union  Infirmary  ...  2  3 

MARY  E.  HUGHES, 


Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and 
Inspector  of  Midwives. 


Coroner's  Inquests — One  hundred  Inquests  were  held 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  65  males  and  35  females. 


Marriages— There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
Marriages  this  year,  1380  taking  place,  whilst  last  year  1077 
were  contracted. 


Births — 'The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Borough 
for  the  year  was  2,107,  of  which  1,094  were  males,  and  1,013 
were  females.  This  gives  a  rate  of  21*81,  last  year  we  had 
9,088  births,  with  a  rate  of  21*46. 


Seventy-seven  of  these  births  were  illegitimate. 

The  average  birth  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  23*48. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  registered 
in  the  Borough. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

ist  quarter 

229 

220 

'  449 

2nd  „ 

213 

201 

414 

3rd  ,, 

284 

225 

509 

4th‘  ,, 

368 

1 

367 

735 

Totals 

1094 

1013 

2107 

Deaths— The  number  of  deaths  [registered  during  the 
year  was  1,345,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of 
14*50,  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  when  we  had  1,752  deaths 
with  a  rate  of  19*95.  If  we  exclude  the  number  of  persons  69 
dying  in  the  Borough  belonging  to  other  districts,  and  include 
76  those  belonging  to  the  Borough,  dying  beyond  the  Borough, 
we  have  a  corrected  number  of  1,352,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
14*58.  The  average  death  rate  for  the  past  five  years  is  16*85. 


Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages  of  residents 
belonging  to  the  Borough. 


At  all 
Ages 

Under 
i  year 

1  and 
under  2 

2  and 
under  5 

5  and 
under 

U 

1 5  and 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 

45 

45  aild 
under 

65 

65  and 
upwards 

1352 

224 

56 

7* 

73 

56 

186 

30 1 

00 

00 

Number  of  deaths  in  each  of  the  eight  Wards,  together 
with  their  estimated  population  and  death  rate. 


Name  of  Ward. 

Population 

Total 

No.  of  Deaths 

Kate,  per  1000 

per  annum. 

Bloxwich 

7992 

107 

U‘37 

Leamore 

10739 

1 59 

14*80 

Birchills 

13243 

238 

17-97 

Hatherton 

8719 

*59 

18*23 

Paddock 

9921 

148 

14*91 

Bridge 

7819 

143 

18*28 

Pleck 

13540 

U4 

1 2  •'85 

Caldmore 

15662 

214 

13-66 

Tuberculosis. 


Number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
in  each  locality  with  deaths  taking  place. 


^Deaths  in  Workhouse  are  allocated  to  the  Wards 


TABLE  II 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1919. 


Causes  of  Death 

Deaths  at  t lie  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the 

District. 

WARDS 

Nett  Deaths  at  all  Ages  of  “  Residents’  belonging 
to  Localities,  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond 

the  District. 

Total  Deaths  whether  of  “  Resi¬ 

dents  ”  or  “  Non-Residents  ”  in 
Public  Institution*  in  the 

District. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

All  Ages 

Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  2 
years 

2  and  under  5 
years 

5  and  under  15 

years 

15  and  under  25 

years 

25  and  under  45 

years 

45  and  under  65 

years 

65  and  upwards 

Bloxwich 

Leamore 

Birchills 

Hatberton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Caldmore 

Walsall 

Work  house 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

Sinall-pox 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Measles 

17 

1 

3 

10 

3 

! 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping-cough 

7 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

19 

... 

1 

6 

11 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

4 

8 

Influenza 

75 

2 

2 

9 

4 

4 

21 

21 

12 

7 

11 

17 

4 

8 

10 

6 

12 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

• 

Tuberculosis) 

107 

1 

1 

6 

15 

50 

31 

3 

7 

15 

18 

17 

13 

10 

11 

16 

12 

T  uberculous  Meningitis 

8 

2 

2 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Tuberculous 

diseases 

26 

2 

4 

6 

7 

3 

3 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

1 

2 

7 

2 

1 

3 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease  ... 

75 

.  . 

,  # 

... 

10 

41 

24 

3 

10 

11 

9 

9 

14 

4 

15 

15 

Rheumatic  Fever 

11 

.  . 

1 

2 

2 

6 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Meningitis 

9 

1 

3 

3 

... 

2 

.  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

102 

. 

.  . 

6 

•  i  • 

10 

47 

39 

8 

a 

16 

12 

10 

9 

15 

20 

1 

20 

bronchitis 

131 

26 

10 

5 

1 

1 

11 

37 

40 

7 

15 

20 

14 

14 

13 

22 

26 

12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

156 

23 

20 

19 

14 

8 

26 

26 

20 

16 

9 

38 

18 

17 

16 

23 

18 

18 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs  ... 

17 

6 

•  •  » 

1 

2 

... 

1 

7 

... 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

36 

26 

7 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  1 

2 

3 

14 

7 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

•  • 

3 

Appendicitis  and 

i 

Typhlitis 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  . . 

.  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

.  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

t 

•  *  • 

1 

•  4  • 

1 

Alcoholism 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

, 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nephritis  and  Plight's 

Disease 

17 

•  •  • 

i 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

3 

5 

2 

2 

3 

3 

*  t  • 

3 

3 

3 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

« •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  * 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Other  accidents  and 

Diseases  ofpregnancy 

{ 

| 

and  parturition  ... 

)  9 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

5 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

Congenital  Debility  & 

J 

1 

Malformation,  in- 

( 

eluding  Premat ure 

1' 

| 

Hirth 

1  103 

98 

5 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

7 

13 

16 

19 

12 

10 

9 

17 

.  . 

7 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 

1 

i 

eluding  Suicide  ... 

35 

3 

1 

5 

4 

3 

6 

5 

8 

.  .  . 

5 

9 

5 

5 

3 

4 

3  I 

1 

30 

3 

2 

1 

_ _ 

1 

1 

_ \ 

2 

O  1  1  iC  1  Vi  Lb  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Other  defined  diseases 

376 

32 

3 

7 

*5 

~9 

27 

74 

219 

33 

42 

54 

35 

48 

43 

51 

64 

6 

126 

Diseases  ill-defined  or 

i 

' 

-  .  .i  Jt  V  r 

unknown 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *•  • 

. . . 

• « » 

•  •  • 

... 

. . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  — 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

All  causes 

1352 

224 

56 

78 

73 

56 

186 

301 

378 

107 

159 

238 

159 

148 

143 

174 

214 

*10 

^Previous  place  of  abode  not  known. 


Table  III. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  district  during  1919  and  previous  years. 


Total  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Births. 

Registered 
in  the  District. 

iransterable  Deaths 

the  District. 

_ 

Under  1  Year 

At  all  Ages 

estimated 

<U  .  • 

CJ  O 

Nett. 

9 

of 

Age 

Year 

to  Middle 

of  Non- 

of  Resi- 

of  each 

OJ  ,£5 

residents 

dents  not 

Rate  per 

Year 

Number 

Rate 

registered 

registered 

1,000 

N  um  ber 

Rate 

a* 

Number 

Rate 

in  the 

in  the 

N  umber 

Nett  ' 

5 

District. 

District 

Births 

- 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1912 

92,863 

2732 

2727 

29  36 

1421 

15*30 

35 

48 

359 

131 '64 

1434 

15-44 

1913 

93.477 

2800 

2786 

29  80 

1592 

17-03 

43 

55 

439 

15675 

1604 

17-15 

1914 

94,093 

2771 

2769 

2942 

1383 

14-69 

43 

73 

321 

115-92 

1413 

15-01 

1915 

94093 

2566 

2561 

27  22 

1596 

16-96 

61 

62 

381 

149  06 

1597 

16-97 

1916 

Birth  97,384 
Death  89,506 

2515 

2510 

25  82 

1451 

1621 

58 

73 

282 

11212 

I486 

1404 

16-38 

15  96 

1917 

Birth  98,047 

2152 

2149 

21  94 

1398 

1589 

54 

60 

238 

11059 

Death  87,957 

110-55 

1787 

20-39 

1918 

Birth  98.192 

2033 

2035 

20  72 

1735 

19  95 

54 

89 

222 

|Death  87,635 

1 

(Birth) 

96,591 

1919 

( I >eath 

2107 

2098 

“21-71 

1345 

14-60 

69 

76 

224 

103-36 

1  1352 

14*68 

92,724 

1 

,  wV 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 
(exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water) 


7483 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
'Total  families  or  sepai  ate  occupies? 


92,115  i 

[  i°> 

18  943  iuC 

~  D 


1  V 


r  mu  »:  iv 


C:t uses  of  Death  /it  different  periods  of  Life  in 

Walsall  County  Borough,  1919, 


As  furnished  by  the  Registrar  -  General. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Sex. 


All 

Ages. 


0- 


2- 


ALL  CAUSES  ... 

V 

1  Enteric  Fever 

2  Small-pox 

3  Measles 

4  Scarlet  Fever 

5  Whooping  Cough 

6  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7  Influenza 

8  Erysipelas 

9  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

10  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

11  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13  Rheumatic  Fever 

14  Meningitis 

15  Orga  nic  Heart  Disease  ... 

16  Bronchitis 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

-  •  .  ..  ’ 

18  Other  Respiratory  Dittru'ns 
it)  DUttlntr* 

22-  App^ridicths  oncl  Tjpki!  ib c 

?i  Orrkosis  cf  Lu'er’ 

21  \  A  h'< >h<  >1  ism 

22  Nephritis  and  Ihight’s  Disease 

23  Puerperal  Fever 

24  Parturition, apart  from  Puerperal  Fevei 

25  Congenital  Debility.  &e. 

26  Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

27  Suicide 

28  Ollier  defined  Diseases  . 

29  Causes,  ill-defined  01  unknown 


I 


F 


M 

701 

133 

28 

F 

655 

94 

25 

M 

— 

— 

— 

F 

M 

1 

— 

— 

lvt 

F 

_ 

_ 

— 

M 

9 

— 

2 

F 

9 

1 

1 

M 

2 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

M 

4 

1 

2 

F 

3 

i 

— 

M 

9 

— 

— 

F 

11 

— 

1 

M 

50 

2 

2 

F 

33 

1 

•  - 

M 

IT1 

1 

— 

— 

r 

1M 

68 

_ 

_ 

F 

43 

— 

— 

M 

4 

1 

t  — 

F 

4 

1 

— 

M 

9 

-- 

1 

F 

14 

2 

— 

M 

39 

— — 

— 

F 

38 

— 

— 

M 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

M 

5 

9 

_ 

IV 1 

I,. 

4 

b 

M 

49 

— 

— 

F 

55 

— 

— 

M 

59 

16 

2 

F 

79 

12 

7 

M 

87 

18 

11 

F 

58 

6 

9 

M 

8 

— 

— 

F 

4 

1 

M 

1  25 

18 

3 

F 

1  20 

15 

4 

46 

33 


5 

6 
1 


2 

5 

2 

6 

4 


2 

1 

2 

1 


1 

2 

10 

8 

I 

1 

I 


5- 


38 

37 


2 

1 

1 


4 

7 

3 

3 


3 

4 

2 

1 

4 


2 

I 

3 

3 


8 

4 

2 


15- 


26 

29 


1 

2 
2 


6 

8 

1 

2 

5 


4 

4 

1 


M 

f 

M 

\ 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i  u 

I*' 

. 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

M 

i  8 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

F 

12 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

8 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

4 

M 

53 

51 

— 

1 

1 

F 

43 

42 

— 

— _ 

M 

22 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

F 

11 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

- 

M 

179 

23  ; 

1 

4 

4 

5 

F 

191 

10  ! 

1 

0 

6 

0 

M 

2 

2 

— 

— 

25- 


99 

85 


14 

9 


33 

19 


2 

6 

1 

2 

6 

4 

1 

7 

18 

8 

1 


3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

12 

17 


TABLE  V. 

BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  during  the  Year  1919 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Table  showing  Death-rates,  &c.  in  Walsall,  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales,  96  Great  Towns, 

148  Smaller  Towns  and  London. 


as 

W  j  * 

*  d  ? 

Annual  Death-Rate  per 

Population. 

1,000 

* 

Civilian 

Rate  per 
1000,  Births 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths.* 

1  Birth-Rate 
1,000  Tot/ 

POPULATIO 

All  Causes. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Violence. 

Diarrhoea  and 

*  Enterids 

(under  2  years). 

Total  Deaths 

under  one 

year. 

Deaths  in 

Public 

Institutions. 

Certified 

Causes. 

Inquest  Cases. 

, - 

Uncertified 

Cause 

of  Death. 

England  and  Wales 

18-5 

13-8 

0  0 1 

0  00 

010 

0-03 

0-07 

043 

0*47 

9*59 

89 

23-9 

92-5 

6*2 

1*3 

96  Great  Towns,  including 
London  (Census  Populations 
exceeding  50,000) 

19  0 

13  8 

001 

0-00 

0 ' 1 3 

004 

0-07 

0*14 

0-45 

12  24 

93 

29'2 

92*3 

6*9 

0*8 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Census 
Populations  20,000 — 50,000) 

18*3 

12  6 

001 

o-oo 

o-io 

0'03 

0'08 

012 

0'39 

8*67 

90 

16-6 

93-6 

4*9 

V5 

London  4 

18*3 

13-4 

0.01 

0  00 

0-08 

0-03 

0’05 

048 

0'47 

16-22 

85 

447 

91*2 

8*6 

0*2 

Walsall 

21*7 

14  5 

0  01 

0  00 

0  18 

0  02 

0  07 

0  23 

037 

15  72 

i 

103 

20  4  ! 

i 

92-5  j 

7*5 

0  0 

^Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  bnt  not  for  other  areas. 


TABLE  VI. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  \ear  1919. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Cases  Notified  in  whole  District 


C/2 

0) 

GO 

< 


cd 


Small-pox 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria  (including  Membranou 
Croup) 

Erysipelas 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever  (R) 

Continued  Fever  (C) 
Puerperal  Fever 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

r^wTYic  of  T n herculosis 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Influenzal 

»  t 

Malaria 
Dysentery  ... 


Totals 


52 

47 

1167 

260 

3 


3 
6 
6 

36 

283 

66 

4 

127 

106 

69 

4 

2239 


CD 

93 

G 

P 


43 


At  Ages — Years. 


in 

o 


36 


89 


14 
1 

456 

42 


581 


in 

r-H 

o 

in 


34 

4 

639 

187 


1 

4 

3 

13 

27 

20 


9 

2 

31 

33 

1 

27 

15 


976 


in 

OT 

o 

UD 


1 

4 

29 

24 


1 

n 


51 

1 1 

9 

14 

20 

19 

1 


in 

9- 


in 

o-j 


2 

9 

•  • 

6 

1 


2 

1 


140 

5 

1 

29 

30 
46 

3 


in 

vO 


in 


c/2 

93 

G  v-. 
cd  cd 
> 

IT 5  >-> 

io  a 

33 


Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality 


rd 

» — > 
cd 


X! 

O 

'S 

JD 

PQ 


Wh 

cd 


3 

5- 

o 


rd 

0) 

P 


3  4  i  5 


93 

u 

cd 


C/2 


C 
u 
•  *— "1 

cc 


931 

u 

d 


u 

3 

JG 

d 


ra 

u 

d 


G4 

O 

o 

93 

93 

d 

CL 


93 

Vh 

cd 

£ 


0) 

GO 

93 

'CC 

cc 


7  8 


93  1 

V-i  i 

cd 

& 


o  i 
3 

I 


CL 


93 

u 


<3 

5-. 

o 

a 

93 

cd 

o 


3 

_ ,  C/2 

-d  P 
d  o 
22  & 
d  L4 

£  O 


10 


cd 

C/2 

cd 

£ 


179  '275 


1 

21 

1 

1 


54 

2 

19 

18 

4 


121 


5 

3 


18 


5 

9 

203 

9 


4 

23 

8 

19 

14 

10 

1 


6 

9 

•*-< 

214 

28 


9 

3 

196 

58 


1 

2 

8 

32 

13 

1 

21 

13 

14 

2 


1 

3 
64 
13 

32 

17 

9 


4  5 

7  5 

171  88 
50  32 


...  1 

4  i  3 
28  34 

4  9 

...  1 
15  10 

5  17 
4  10 


5 

1 

74 


9 

10 

153 


21  23 


1 


9 

8 

68 

39 


1 


1 


1 

1 

9 

5 


305  3571405  293  217 


1 

3  I  5 
24'  33^0 
2,  io;  6 
2  !  ..  I  .. 
8 

19 
8 

1 


7  U3 
7  112 


153 


1 

5 

1 

1 

9 


278  216 


14 


cd 

’a 

C/2 

o 

X 

cd 

C. 

3 

G 

3 


Total  cases 
removed  to 
Hospital 


17 


24 


t  nlatinn  HosDitals  —Enteric  fever  Hospital,  Hospital  St.,  Walsall  ; Small-pox  Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich 
iso  a  f  .  ‘  w„i„n  (;pnPral  Hospital,  Walsall,  a  retaining  fee  of  £20  oer  quarter  is  paid  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Diphtheria  cases  are  treated  ^  4  ver  notified  in  the  Workhouse  were  imported  from  Walsall  Rural  District. 

Scarlm  VeT-eCases  are  treated  a?t  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Cheslyn  Hay  belonging  to  the  Cannock  Rural  District  Council. 


Q 
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TABLE  VII. 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

rETURM  of  the  dumber  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
reported  to  the  IVledicaS  Officer  of  Health  during 
the  year  1919  and  of  Deaths  from  the  Diseases  notified. 


Cases  notified 

Deathsregistered 

» i '  p  ox  •  ••  •••  ••• 

... 

•  •  • 

0so  (*ra,  Plague 

... 

0  •  « 

pMpkt^ria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 

52 

19 

^yr*«jf»c  as 

47 

1187 

17 

(fit.  Fever 

260 

2 

T^pku'  Fever 

»  »  » 

... 

Erferir  Fever 

3 

1 

Rekpsmg  Fever  or  Continued  Fever 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Ru^fperai  Fever 

3 

2 

Qtftuo-Spmal  Meningitis 

6 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

6 

1 

1  uimonary  Tuberculosis 

283 

107 

Owftr  Forms  ol  Tuberculosis  ...  ,  ... 

66 

34 

Oph:nalmia  Neonatorum 

36  ' 

•  •  • 

£dcf- p ! i a  1  i 1 1 s  Lethargica 

4 

2 

A-Cuig  p[  imary  Pneumonia 

127 

28 

Influenzal 

106 

33 

^taLria 

69 

^s*^fttery 

4 

... 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  RETURN 

OF  Y13ITS,  &c 

Dr.  H.  Shore, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Walsall. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (outside  London)  Order  1910,  I  herewith  furnish 
you  with  a  tabular  statement  containing  the  following 
particulars  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1919. 


1. 


The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  I 
Housing  Inspection...  j 

District  Inspections 
Inspections  of  Workshops  (not  in¬ 
cluding  Bakehouses) 
Inspections  of  Factories 

h  Homes  of  Outworkers 

,,  Slaughter-houses 

,,  Bakehouses 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops 
,,  Dairies 

,  Houses  let  in  .Lodgings 

Samples  of  water 
Samples  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  tor  Analysis  .. 
Margarine,  not  submitted  for 
Analysis 


Canal  Boat  Inspections... 

Visits  to  infected  houses 
Fumigations  after  notifiable 
disease 
Drain  tests 

Re-inspections  of  work  for  abate¬ 
ment  ol  Nuisances  ... 

Total  visits  and  Inspections 


No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

Total. 

H5 

1 69 

1 

177 

5oi 

2329 

f 

2972 

j 

2481 

7782 

263 

380 

169 

812 

^3 

33 

22 

138 

42 

1 19 

40 

201 

421 

92 

465 

978 

40 

92 

39 

171 

43 

64 

3* 

'45 

168- 

'79 

M3 

490 

172 

230 

— 

402 

3 

3 

46 

56 

36 

138 

2 

4 

6 

'.309 

u  74 

1264 

2 

3747 

18S 

188 

129 

505 

J2 

57 

21 

1 10 

2363 

2619 

1923 

6905 

7654 

S426 

6954 

23036 

43 


2.  The  Humber  of  Notices  Served  during  the 

Year. 


No.  i 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

1 

I  No.  3 
(District. 

1 

j  Total. 

S  normal 

Statutory  ... 

574 

1 86 

721 

280 

646 

257 

1941 

723 

3.  Result  of  Services  of  such  Notices. 

1 

i 

No.  i 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

Total. 

Number  ot  nuisances  abated  ...j 
Notices  not  complied  with 

535 

84  | 

696 

1 10 

659 

I25 

*94° 

3i9 

Yours  obediently, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 


January  31st,  1920. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


m 
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’;jf  j  V 

m  > : 


-  ;■ 

v»y 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


jM: 

AT 

",JV  i 


OF  THE 


U 


INSPECTOR  of  nuisances. 


■H:.  A 

;>  *.V  .  ii  .  V, 


for  the  Borough  of  Walsall, 


.  ]  I 

•Ahl  ( 


v- 

,T/A  ' 


for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1919. 


SIR 


*"■*•*%■ 

\ 

■m  ■£?.  . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee- 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


rsh  "■  ■  i 

N|f|:  ' 

TdA  ; 
■■ 

: 


•a 


I 


I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  Report  for  the  year  1919, 
giving  particulars  of  the  work  performed  under  your  direction 
by  the  Inspectorial  Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 


1 


* 


It  has  not  been  possible  to  make  headway  for  raising 
the  standard  of  sanitation  in  occupied  working  class  houses, 
it  being  impracticable  to  keep  down  the  steadily  increasing 
number  of  nuisances  which  Housing  and  District  inspection 
reveal. 


T/tM! 


Reference  to  the  tables  following  will  show  that  a  fair 
number  of  houses  and  their  appurtenances  have  undergone 
repair,  but  there  is  much  more  that  needs  doing,  so  that 
healthy  conditions  may  be  ensured  for  alb 


» 


"m:  .-"’t  a 


S,s*  * 


For  the  time  being,  a  list  of  insanitary  houses  is  being 
compiled,  to  each  of  which  the  attention  of  the  persons 
concerned  is  called,  but  until  materia!  and  labour  can  be  more 
economically  obtained,  or  the  owner  receives  more  commensurate 
return  for  his  property  investments,  reasonable  arguments  can 
be  adduced  by  him  for  postponement  of  structural  improve* 
ments  to  poor  class  properties.  It  is  hoped  that  during  the 
present  year  some  scheme  will  be  evolved  by  which  a  forward 
movement  in  sanitation  of  existing  dwellings  may  be  initiated 
and  progress  made  to  better  conditions. 


;..A 


W’ 


45 


$ats  Order — Under  the  Rats  Order  the  following 
^remises  were  dealt  with,  viz.:  24  Food  Stores  or  Shops,  8 
Kanns,  20  Stables,  Piggeries  or  Poultry  Runs,  16  dwelling- 
t,  m^s.  1  Marine  Store,  several  Allotment  Plots,  Sewers  and 
outfalls,  &c.,  with  satisfactory  results  as  indicated  by 
.kl,  number  of  dead  rats  found,  and  the  great  decrease  in  live 
rat>  at  the  premises  treated. 

In  addition  many  applicants  were  advised  as  to  methods 
ot  rat  extermination. 

Particulars  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  inspectors  is 
Avon  in  the  tables  which  follow. 

In  conclusion.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  support  and  help  during  the  past  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Mem.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association, 
Chief  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

-h-.dth  Department, 

Council  House,  Walsall. 
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'•M 


W\  I 
:  it-’.  •  - 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  MADE 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


No.  of  Housing  Inspections 


jJ 


J  j 


jj 


)  • 


jj 


jj 


j  > 


jj 


J  J 


JJ 

JJ 


JJ 


JJ 


JJ 


dwelling-houses  examined  as  to  their  Sanitary 
condition  during  District  Inspections 


Inspections  ot  Workshops 


Factories  (with  regard  to  Sanitary 
conveniences) 


jj 


jj 


Inspections  of  Hornes  of  Outworkers 

Slaughter-houses 
Bakehouses 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  or  Milkshops 
Houses,  Let  in  Lodgings 


J  J 


JJ 


JJ 


J  J 


work  proceeding  for  abatement 
of  nuisances  after  notice 


Visits  to  houses  in  which  Infectious  Disease 
occurred  ... 


Samples  of  Water  obtained 

,,  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Acts 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Canal  Boats  Inspected  ... 

Fumigations  of  Infected  Rooms 
Drain  Tests  ... 


Total  recorded  visits 


No. 


JJ 


of  Complaints  received 
Nuisances  abated 


Notifications  of  Infections  Disease  received 
including  Tuberculosis 


Fusil ' 


501 


77  82 

812 


•A 


us 

201 


'fm'  i 


9  78 


171 

H5 

490 

402 


- .  14 
f  I 


6905 


-  Ill 


3747 

3 


144 

*  4  .  ia 

%  i 

2 

■ « 

505 

m 

mm 

■  n 

no 

,/v  '  1 

y  r  | 

23036 

-'g 

;  j 

$ 

■  tyn 

m  x-i 

473 

1940 


2239 


.  '4  x-  v  - 


,  - 
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Table  I 

Number  of  Nuisances  and  other  matters. 


No.  1  ( 

District.  | 

No.  2  i 
District.  | 

No.  3 
District. 

TOTAL 

g.(m  Drains,  water  closets,  privies 

J 

| 

686 

and  ashpits 

201 

254 

231 

sinks  and  wastes 

10 

21 

23 

54 

urinals 

I 

I 

— 

2 

ditches  or  cesspools 

2 

I 

II 

M 

rain  water  cisterns 

3 

I 

— 

4 

)£fensive  accumulations  of  refuse 

12 

7 

4 

23 

Animals.  &c.,  so  kept  as  to  be  a 

nuisance 

It 

6 

15 

32 

W  .tier-closets  or  privies  improperly 

fouled 

93 

57 

101 

251 

vs  ailing-houses  needing  repairs 

136 

202 

204 

542 

Dwelling-houses  having  defective 

spoutings 

59 

77 

82 

218 

Dwelling-houses  in  a  dirty  state 

5 

8 

4 

17 

or  parts  thereof  over-1 

' 

trowed  ..  ...  j 

12 

II 

9 

32 

Dwelling-houses  having  stagnant 

water  in  cellar 

— 

3 

1 

4 

I eibng-houses  not  having  suffi- 

lent  water  closets  or  ashpits 

9 

12 

10 

31 

V»mkshops  needing  limewashing 

and  cleansing 

35 

7i 

32 

08 

needing  ventilation 

1 

1 

— 

2 

bate  nuisance  from  black! 

-moke  ...  ...  | 

,,  from  dust) 

1 

% 

I 

•n  trade  process  ...  J 

— 

1 

— 

I 

■whitewash  Fried  Fish  shops  ... 

1 

4 

2 

7 

i u r n i s h  statement  for  houses  1 

iVx  ]u  lodgings  ...  j 

— 

2 

— 

2 

,r:ne('t  rain  pipe  from  drain 

1 

— 

I 

*  *  ards  needing  paving  or  re- 

.  ;'JV,nK 

2 

— 

2 

4 

■  oewash  houses  let  in  lodgings 

5 

3 

— 

8 

,,  after  infectious 

’leases 

120 

[  1 1 

89 

320 

Carried  forward 

-19 

855 

820 

2394 

Table  I  — continued . 


No.  i 

No.  2 

1  No.  4 

District. 

District. 

1  District. 

Brought  forward 

719 

1 

855 

820 

To  limewash  cowsheds  (postcards 

to  occupiers) 

24 

9 

36 

,,  furnish  lists  of  outworkers 

6 

10 

5 

„  provide  drinking  water 

— — 

3 

To  Borough  Surveyor 
Buildings  or  wells  apparently  in 

an  unsafe  condition 

40 

33 

39 

W.C.  erected  no  plans  submitted 
Insufficient  water  supply  at 

1 

dwelling-houses 

28 

10 

1 

Insufficient  W.C.  at  Workshops 

— 

1 

— 

To  cleanse  ashpits 

- — - 

— 

Total 

8i7 

919 

904 

No.  of  notices  on  books  31/12/18 
No.  of  nuisances  and  other  matters 

54 

49 

56 

reported  during  the  year 

615 

757 

728 

No.  of  informal  notices  served 

during  the  year 

574 

721 

646 

JNo.  of  statutory  notices  served 

during  the  year 

186 

280 

257 

No.  of  Nuisances  abated 

*No.  of  notices  not  complied  with 

585 

696 

659 

December  3 1st,  1919 

84 

no 

125 

tA  notice  may  include  several  nuisances  or  other 

matters. 

*The  notices  not  complied  with  included  viz.:— 

Nuisances 

12 

21 

18 

Housing  repairs 

58 

70 

81 

Insufficient  closets,  &c.  ••• 

4 

7 

5 

Other  matters  ... 

10 

12 

21 

Mf. 


•  d 


total. 


•  ■ 


2394 


I 

«&.'?  !  S- 

/  2/2 


w-  f  *, , 

UW  ; 

9912 


:-l  •} 


•■  wife.  3;  !' 

159 


y 


2100 
1941 


iff:  ; 

i' 


,^-r  '.• 

ygs-  a 


723 

r940 


?  i  y?7'-4  1 


. 


319 

"O  f 


■»  i  -i 


5' 

20 

b  < 
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Table  II 


Sanitary  Work  in  compliance  with  notices. 


1 

No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3  i 
District. 

TOTAL. 

No.  of  privies  converted  into 

water  closets 

— 

— 

6 

6 

New  drains  (yards  in  length) 

245 

130 

511 

No.  of  (’rain  traps 

19 

12 

12 

43 

..  ventilating  shafts  ... 

6 

10 

8 

24 

,,  inspection  chambers  *  ... 

8 

5 

4 

1 7 

„  new  covers  to  inspection 

chamber 

— 

1 

— 

1 

new  pans  *in  water  closets  ••• 

44 

46 

34 

124 

..  new  traps  in  water  closets 

21 

41 

11 

n  ^ 

/ 

water  closets  repaired 

41 

21 

44 

106 

,,  privies  repaired 

2 

— 

18 

20 

..  ashpits  repaired  and  roofed  ... 

— 

2 

4 

6 

,.  urinals  repaired 

I 

— 

I 

..  yards  paved  or  repaved 

2 

5 

7 

..  drains  cleared 

97 

82 

99 

278 

water  closets  cleared 

53 

54 

43 

150 

.  new  san'itary  sinks  ... 

6 

7 

9 

22 

•  sinks  fitted  with  waste  pipes 

8 

26 

10 

44 

-  new  water  closets 

6 

11 

9 

26 

new  ashbins 

29 

4 

10 

43 

•  new  soil  pipes 

— 

1 

— 

1 

wash-houses  repaired 

4 

21 

8 

33 

ivies  demolished  &  removed 

i 

3 

3 

7 

ashPi<s 

— 

1 

I 

water  closets  ,, 

— 

— 

1 

1 

urinals 

I 

— 

1 

••  ‘ntercepting  traps 

n 

a 

I 

I 

5 

water  closets  having  flushing 

^isterns  provided 

13 

3 

3 

19 

includes  Pedestals 

9 

6 

7 

22 

50 


.  * jtj  k: 


Table  II  — ' continued . 


L  ■  ■ 

■  rM  L 


No.  1 
District,  j 

No._  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

total. 

Dwelling-houses  or  Parts 

thereof  Repaired  and 

Renovated 

102 

93 

103 

298 

,,  houses  having  spouting  made 

good  ••  •  • 

73 

78 

68 

219 

,,  houses  or  parts  thereof  white- 

washed  and  cleansed  by  owners 

1 

2 

3 

6 

,,  ditto  by  occupiers 

1 

6 

2 

9 

Total 

1 77 

179 

176 

532 

UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Houses  closed  and  demolished  vol- 

untarily 

— 

1 

11 

12 

Houses  closed  ... 

— 

I 

— 

1 

Total 

— 

2 

11 

13 

Overcrowding, 

No.  of  houses  in  which  the  number 

of  inmates  was  reduced 

7 

9 

7 

23 

No.  of  houses  vacated 

— 

- - 

— 

- - 

Total 

7 

9 

7 

23 

Complaints  of  alleged  nuisances 
received  and  investigated 

Written 

57 

89 

46 

192 

Verbal  •••  ••• 

91 

128 

62 

281 

Total 

148 

217 

108 

473 

The  houses  closed  and  demolished  voluntarily  were  Nos. 
33  &  35  Leamore  Lane,  Nos.  54,  56,  58,  60,  62,  64,  66  Long  Acre, 
Nos.  7  &  8  Short  Acre  and  No.  68  Darlaston  Road,  No.  8, 
Wallows  Lane  was  voluntarily  closed. 


Table  III 


Samples  of  water. 


-  -  - - 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

District. 

District. 

District. 

TOTAL 

> .tmpies  taken— Well  water 

— 

3 

3 

\  .tices 

\  ,  nf  houses  supplied  with  S.  S. 

_ 

3 

3 

W.  W.  water 

12 

16 

28 

Housing  and  District  Inspection. 


A  portion  of  each  ward  has  been  inspected,  the  number 
>*  houses  visited  being,  viz.: — 


'  ~~  f 

No.  1 

District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District.  | 

TOTAL. 

Housing  Inspections 

155 

169 

177 

501 

Instriet  ,, 

2329 

2972 

2481 

77  82 

Table  IV 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops, 
b.ach  cowshed  is  limewashecl  at  least  twice  during  the  year- 

1 

No.  1 

y 

0 

DO 

No.  3 

District. 

District. 

District. 

TOTAL. 

V”  *  ** 

No.  ot  persons  registered  during 
the  year  as  cow-keepers  or 
milk-sellers 

7 

►— < 

OO 

13 

38 

reg’d  cowkeepers  ) 

12 

4 

21 

37 

purveyors  >31/12/19 

10 

21 

16 

47 

,,  milkshops  J 

16 

46 

17 

79_ 

Total 

38 

7 1 

54 

163 

milking  cows  kept 

l8l 

97 

i95 

473 

••  inspections 

168 

i/9 

M3 

490 

52 


Bakehouses, 


$  ' 

W- 


prj  -J  i 


Each  bakehouse  is  limewashed  at  least  twice  during  the  year. 


J 

No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

total. 

No.  of  bakehouses  in  use 

12 

26 

16 

,,  ,,  registered  as  factories 

5 

8 

8 

nr 

21 

„  inspections 

40 

92 

38 

Slaughterhouses, 


•jllj-y  11 


X 


No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 

District. 

No.  _3 
District. 

TOTA  L. 

No.  of  registered  slaughter-houses, 
31/12/19 

6 

5 

5 

16 

„  licensed  slaughter-houses, 

31/12/19 

7 

7 

8 

22 

Total 

13 

12 

13 

38 

No.  of  Slaughter-house  licenses 
issued  (for  one  year) 

7 

7 

8 

22 

inspections 

421 

92 

465 

978 

Fried  Fish  Shops, 


No.  1 
District.  | 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

TOTAL 

No.  of  shops 

,,  where  consent  to  establish  a 

16 

27 

18 

6l 

business  was  given 

— 

4 

7 

II 

I  ,,  Inspections 

43 

64 

38 

145 

Workshops, 


-  -  -  - - 

No.  1  1 

District. 

No.  2 

District. 

No.  3 
District. 

TOTAL 

\o  of  inspections  of  workshops 

263 

00 

OO 

O 

169 

812 

„  factories 

Work  carried  out  in  compliance 
with  notices,  viz.:— 

No.  of  rooms  limewashed  and 

83 

33 

22 

138 

cleansed 

Other  nuisances  abated,  \ 

53 

in 

63 

227 

Factories  and  Workshops  J 

HOMEWORK. 

Lists  received,  Clothing  29T 
Chains  4,  Paper  bags  I,  Cart  V 

19 

7 

/ 

5 

31 

gear  2,  Brushes  9  J 

45 

No.  of  contractors 

_ _ 

1  12 

,,  male  outworkers 

— 

— 

— 

26 

,,  female  ,, 

— 

— 

— 

142 

,,  visits 

42 

119 

40 

201 

Table  V 

* 

* 

Unwholesome  Food  Destroyed, 

TUBERCULOUS. 

Bovine  15  Care  ases  and  all  organs,  8  Heads,  Pieces  of  Beef, 
weight  399lbs,  31  sets  of  Lungs,  14  Livers,  and 

26  other  organs. 


Pigs 


8  Carcases  and  all  organs,  16  Heads,  12  sets  Fry, 
5  all  organs,  12  lbs.  Pork,  and  other  organs,  2o. 


54 

Table  V — continued. 

OTHER  DISEASES,  UNSOUND,  Nc. 

BOVINE  2  Carcases  and  all  organs,  71  lbs.  Beef,  9  sets 
Lungs,  30  Livers,  6  other  organs. 

Frozen  Beef  14  lbs. 

PIGS  3  Carcases  and  all  organs,  I  all  organs,  I  other 
organ. 

SHEEP  t  Carcase  and  all  organs,  I  Liver,  Importer] 
Hearts  400. 

RABBITS  187  Foreign,  338  English. 

Bacon,  ii  lbs. 

Tomatoes,  87  lbs.  Dates,  34%  cwt.  Oranges,  8 
Eggs,  6379.  Butter,  13  i  lbs. 

FISH  Mackerel,  2  boxes.  Kippers,  4  boxes.  Plaice,  1  box. 

CANNED  GOODS. 

Fish  109  tins.  Tomatoes,  44  tins.  Fruit,  37  tins* 

Condensed  Milk,  92  tins.  Corned  Beef  and  Tongues, 
47  tins. 

In  42  cases  seizures  were  made  and  Justices’  Orders 
obtained.  In  the  other  cases  the  food  stuffs  were  surrendered 
voluntarily  on  inspection. 


> 

•  '  T-.E.  :  .  •  is, 

GE  t 


The  orders  related  to,  viz.: — Meat  24,  Fish  4,  Rabbits,  5 


Fruit  9, 

Butter  4. 

Summary 

of  W  eight  of 

Meat  Condemned, 

Bovine 

Tuberculous 

7770  lbs. 

Other 

821  „ 

Pigs 

Tuberculous 

794  „ 

Other 

267  „ 

Sheep 

do. 

50  ., 

Total  9702  lbs 

Table  VI 


Magisterial 


Proceedings, 


Act  under  which 

Pi  oceediugs  were 
taken. 

N ature  of  Offence. 

No  of 
Persons 
Summ’ned 

Remarks. 

Pun.ic  Health  Act, 

1875 

Defective  root 

1 

Order  made 

ditto 

Defective  spoutings 

2 

ditto. 

M  oga  i  me  Act. 

Exposing  Margarine 
for  sale  by  retail 
without  a  label 

4 

Each  fined  ^1  and 
10/6  costs. 

ditto 

ditto.  •» 

1 

% 

Fined  £1  10s.  and 
10/6  costs. 

d  i  1 1  o 

Selling  Margarine 
by  retail  and  de¬ 
livering  same  to 
purchaser  in  an 
unmarked  wrapper 

3 

Each  fined  £\  and 

1 0/6  costs. 

Sate  ot  Food  &  Drues 
Act  " 

Selling  watered  mills 
Samples  114,  119  & 
122 

2 

1  Fined  and  1 

fined  £3,  also  to 
pay  Analysts  Fee 
(10/6). 

Table  VII 


Infectious  Diseases, 


Notifications  of  1890  cases  of  disease  (exclusive  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis)  were  received  from  January  1st,  1919  to  December  31st 
1919- 


No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District, 

TOTAL 

No,  of  visits  to  infected  houses  ... 

1309 

1174 

1204 

3747 

,,  notices  to  disinfect  rooms  ••• 

120 

III 

89 

320 

,,  houses  fumigated 

188 

188 

129 

565 

„  infected  houses,  Dec,  31st, T9 18 

8 

13 

10 

3i 

)»  5>  M 

,,  1919 

II 

H 

27 

52 

No.  of  Infected 

”  Scarlet  fever 

n 

a 

3 

9 

15 

houses  Dec. 
,5lst,  1919, 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

— 

— - 

1 

include 

Measles 

7 

1 1 

18 

1 

!  <* 

1 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  brushes 

jj  y  y  yy 


y  9 


y  j 


yy 


lime 

Disinfectants 


1707 

2248 

2194 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


Report  showing  number  and  result  of  Analysis  of  samples 
l  proceedings  taken,  during  the  year  ended  December  31st, 

!  Q  J  0 


Ocsc-uption  of  Article  Analysed. 

j 

Total 
number  of 
samples. 

1 

Number 
certified  as 
genuine. 

| 

N  umber 
certified  as 
adulterated. 

I 

88 

83 

5 

Hatter 

25 

16 

9 

Dripping 

1 

I 

— * 

hard 

3 

3 

— 

Whnky 

4 

4 

— 

Rum 

2 

2 

— 

Gin 

I 

1 

Beer 

3 

3 

— 

C  imphorated  Oil 

9 

4 

5 

O  h  v  e  O  i  1 

1 

1 

— ■ 

Castor  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

138 

1 19 

19 

Number  of  Formal  Samples  ...  «  130 

Number  of  Informal  Samples  •••  8 

138 


6  Purchases  of  Margarine  were  also  made,  and  the 
omrements  of  the  Acts  as  regards  labelling  and  the  useof  a 
■••arked  wrapper  were  complied  with. 


58 


'  iiw  v 

w  ' 


Mi 


Administrative  Action  in  regard  to  Samples 

reported  against, 


i  la 


'1  u" 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  INSTITUTED  UNDER  THE  SALE  Of 


T 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


See  Page  55  Magisterial  Proceedings. 


VI 


Prosecutions  initiated  bv  the  Food  Control  Committee 

-  - 1 

under  the  Spirits,  Prices  Order  1919  and  the  Beer  Prices 
Order  1919,  respectively,  relative  to  overcharges  for  Whisky, 
Sample  No.  36,  and  Beer,  Sample  No.  38,  resulted  in  tines 
of  £5  and  £10. 


•  1: 


’  -i  S.f 


Vendors  of  Milk  Sample  No.  23,  8%  deficient  in  cream* 
and  of  Camphorated  Oil  Samples,  Nos.  88,  90,  92,  105  and 


%  $ 
V  I 


v  1 
! 


106,  deficient  in  Camphor,  were  each  cautioned  by  letter. 

C  1 


,-.*v 


One  Vendor  who  had  Margarine  exposed  for  sale  with* 


■ 


out  a  label  gave  up  the  trade  before  the  summons  was 
issued. 


ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


iMM 


•  '  V  .  -fJ 

•v-v/  x  .3 


Health  Department, 

Council  House,  WALSALL, 

Jan.  tst,  1920. 


$£-  V  C 
•r  .C^T' 


50 


Canal  Boats  Acts, 


INSPECTIONS. 


Boats, 


Number  of  Boats  inspected 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  with  Acts  and  Regulations 


Occupants, 


N  umber 
N  umber 
N  umber 


of  men  on  Boats  inspected 
of  women  on  Boats  inspected  ... 
of  children  on  boats  inspected  ... 


2 

2 


3 

1 


The  total  registered  accommodation  on  the  2  boats  was  for 
a  hilt  persons. 


The  two  boats  were  examined  on  July  28th,  1919,  in 
>  npany  with  O.  J.  Llewellen,  Esq.,  H.M.  Inspector  under  the 
anal  Boats  Acts,  and  only  on  this  one  occasion  were  there 

at>  seen  plying  at  the  time  of  the  Inspector’s  visit. 

* 

% 

1  here  is  a  great  decrease  in  the  number  of  registered 
>am  passing  through  the  district. 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

1  :i  J-:r  •'  3rd,  IQ 20. 
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